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SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

END OF AUGUST 2011 SEMESTER EXAMINATION

CODE: BUS 213A/T/MIS213A		UNIT:  RESEARCH METHODS

Time: 2 hours
Instructions:
Question one is compulsory. Answer ANY other two questions 

QUESTION 1
(a) Decisions are made by managers every day. Ideally, such decisions would be made on the basis of evidence thoughtfully and appropriately gathered. The more important the decisions and their impact, the more important the research becomes. Some decisions may have consequences resulting in considerable harm to a large number of people. In line with statement discus any five types of researches point out any five characteristics of a good research 						(20MRKS)


(b) Discuss any five of the following terminologies as used in research
(i) Population validity 
(ii) Sample
(iii) Precision 
(iv) Confidence
(v) Principles of experimental research
(vi) Executive summary     						(10MRKS)
QUESTION 2
Define Scientific Research and discuss any 5 purposes of conducting research 	(20MRKS)

QUESTION 3
Hypothesis is defined as the tentative prediction of outcome of the results. A hypothesis states the research expectation concerning the relationships between the variable in the research problem. It is the most specific statement to the problem and it states what the researcher thinks would be the outcome of the researcher to be undertaken. Explain 
(a) What role a hypothesis has in a research study.					(5MRKS)
(b) With examples name and discuss at least 3 hypothesis commonly used in research                                											(15MRKS)
QUESTION 4
Sampling means selecting a given number of subjects from a defined population. A researcher may therefore study a sample and on the basis of the information collected from the sample, make inferences about the population. The ability to make this inference from a sample to a population depends on the method by which the sample is selected.
(a) Describe the economic advantages of taking a sample rather than a census    	(8MRKS)
(b) Discuss snowballing versus systematic types of probability sampling designs   	(12MRKS)
QUESTION 5
Interpretation of data t is the task of drawing inferences from the collected facts after an analytical or experimental study. Discuss the techniques and precautions to be observed in interpretation. 										(20MRKS) 
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