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TOTAL SCORE: 40% 

1) Project Title:  
Non-fiction Documentary Profile 

2) Project Description: 
You will work in teams of five to undertake a documentary project. The course 
instructor will not be responsible for your choice of group members and therefore you 
must be careful on who you choose to work with as this will have an implication on 
your final grade. You cannot change your team once the project is underway and 
production has begun. Visual media production is a team activity and you must try to 
work amicably with your team members. The documentary project could be about an 
individual, organization, event, issue or even an idea. It should be a creative 
interpretation of reality, focusing on a subject that is unique or interesting in some 
ways. The duration of the edited documentary will be approximately twenty-minutes. 
The human action or interaction in the documentary should be placed in more than 
one setting and location, each clearly different in tone from the other. You must 
discuss your project idea with the course instructor at least once before embarking 
on it. 
 

3) Project Elements: 
The following elements must be included in your final documentary project: 
 

a) Interviews (talking heads/sound bytes) 
b) B-roll 
c) Voice-over (VO) 
d) Montage opening sequence 
e) CGs 
f) Original soundtrack 
g) Sound effects (Sfx) 
h) Diegetic sound 
i) Wrap/closing sequence 

 
4) Project procedures: 

a) You must have discussed and submitted a proposal for approval of your 
project idea (in writing) to the instructor, before you start your project. 

b) You will construct a pre-shoot script in the triple column format (Narration, 
Video and Sound). 

c) All the interview questions must be structured thematically 
d) You will be required to transcribe all the recorded interviews and provide the 

original transcript as part of your final project submission. 
e) You will construct a paper edit of the sound bytes from the transcript, which 

includes the running time of the production. 
f) You are not required to hand in a storyboard (although you may do so if you 

like) but a shot list is mandatory. 
g) You will mix all the audio tracks, which include voice-over, music, diegetic 

sound and sound effects. 
h) Relevant production paperwork is required! 
i) Each team member must submit a three-page individual journal report on the 

project. You must also list the problems you faced and how you overcame 
them and what you would have done differently if you were given another 
chance to do the same project again. What worked and what did not work. 



Also briefly describe (chronologically) the different stages you went through 
and how you planned your production. These reports will be kept strictly 
confidential. 

j) A YouTube link of the documentary should be emailed to the instructor at 
ewanyonyi@daystar.ac.ke on or before the deadline provided. All paperwork 
must be sealed and handed in to the lecturer by the Producer of each team. 

 
5) Project Evaluation 

The project will be judged on a variety of techniques consisting of writing, planning, 
cinematography and editing. The end product must demonstrate a sense of real-time 
and spatial continuity, without any jump cuts. You will be evaluated specifically on the 
following: 
 

a) Original handling of the subject and creativity 
b) Framing and composition 
c) Variety of shots 
d) Ability to integrate or relate shots through lighting, colour, composition, design 

rhythm, and motion 
e) Choice of audio tracks and their effectiveness to create visual harmony with, 

or in counterpoint to the edited images. 
f) Clean edits (video as well as audio) 

 
The course instructor will follow up to ensure that each stage of the project adheres 
to the set high standards. 
 

PROJECT ITEM SCORE DEADLINE 
 
Pre-production Activities: 
Proposal, pre-shoot script, 
questionnaires, and shot 
list. 
 

 
10% 

 
April 10th 2019 

 
Production Activities: 
Paperwork and technical 
outputs. 
 

 
 

15% 

 
 

2nd May 2019 

 
Post-production Activities: 
Transcribing, Paper edit, 
Offline and online editing 
 

 
15% 

 
17th May 2019 

 
	


