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END OF JANUARY 2011 SEMESTER EXAM

DEPARTMENT: LANGUAGES AND PERFORMING ARTS

EXAM:  REMEDIAL ENGLISH


CODE:  ENG 098M
DATE: 






DURATION: 2 HRS

TIME: 

Instruction
Answer all the questions according to the instructions given.
SECTION A: Comprehension (20 marks).
Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow: 

The old man sat gazing into space, the hot morning sun reflecting brilliantly on his balding crown. He was obviously thousands of miles away and could have passed for dead as he sat motionless. A silent crowd milled around him rushing to various destinations on foot as the local buses were either on strike or had their movement restricted by the lawmakers.

Beautiful women and handsome men bumped shoulders as they rushed across the busy street hardly noticing the cars whose drivers had given them way. Their creased foreheads promised to leave permanent lines on their faces. There was hunger written on many faces and looks of despair on others. How could so many people appear to be so hungry and disturbed first thing in the morning? 

All these observations were taking place in a van that had picked a group of us from the airport. We were in this Southern African country for a conference. “They are hungry,” John the driver confirmed to his passengers. “There is no bread, no sugar, no oil or even salt. The situation is terrible and we are not sure how long this will last,” he continued.

“For how long has this situation been going on?” inquired Bill.

“It is hard to tell exactly. Things have been progressing from bad to worse on a daily basis and suddenly we find ourselves in this situation.” John replied.

“But four months ago things were different. At least food was not a problem, was it? Bill asked. “Well, that was before the elections. Things changed immediately after that. All the promises were not kept. What we had in abundance was gradually withdrawn after elections.”

“Prices have risen astronomically also because there is a fuel shortage. So farmers and other traders bring their wares and produce for sale then they cannot get back home because they have bought other provisions and raw materials for their business and farms and cannot afford the high transportation cost,” John responded.

As he went on, the driver pointed at the old man sitting on the pavement at the corner still gazing into space.

“That man over there is probably not as old as he looks. He is probably thinking about whether he should buy a loaf of bread or flour to make it or something else. From the way he is dressed, he is probably a farmer who came to sell his produce and got caught in the long distance vehicle strike,” John said.

“The choice could also be between a loaf of bread and going home. Why a loaf of bread, anyhow? Why not something else that would be more nutritious?” asked Bill.

“A loaf of bread is a treat for his family. In the village, they eat other foods- the foods that they grow and there are not many processing plants for flour and baking so a loaf of bread is a treat,” explained John.

“Bread rots in my house unless someone asks for it specifically,” said Ann jumping into the conversation. “The only times I consciously think about buying bread is when I go to the village or someone comes visiting from the village,” she offered. “We take this for granted and yet someone is seriously pondering over whether it is bread or something else. This is a big decision for him, I imagine? She queried.

“Apparently,” replied Bill showing concern for the old man. “What happens if he does not get transport back home?” He asked.

“Then he will stay in town, probably on that very street corner or look for some cheap shelter which he can only find across town in the dangerous and risky areas. He may even exhaust all the proceeds from his sales on trying to survive in the city if he does not get mugged and robbed first,” John explained. “We cannot seem to beat this suffering; if it is not hunger then crime,” he concluded.

“That seems to be our plight everywhere. We are no better at home because there are many who are just as hungry if not more and it is not because there was no transport to get back to the village,” Ann explained. “People have simply forgotten what it is to have basic needs,” she added.

“The truth is,” John said, “there are many of us who have taken for granted just how tasty and valuable a loaf of bread is.”

Yes indeed, Bill thought to himself. There are things in life that we assume will always be there. He remembered the saying ‘you don’t miss your water till your well runs dry.’

He personally had many loaves that he lost or which rotted for lack of interest or attention. When he found himself at the crossroads, his choice had always been to do what was good for him rather than what would make someone else happy. 

These little gifts for others suddenly had great significance for him. His mother was one of these loaves. He decided that when he returned home from his first trip, his first trip, his first stop would be to see his mother and her favourite fruits.

A little touch but one that he knew would bring joy that would last a life-time. What is your loaf and are you guarding it with care?

1. Give the passage an appropriate title. (1 mark) 

2. Identify the characteristics of the people walking across the streets that morning. (2 marks)

3. Why does the crowd have to dash to various destinations on foot? (2 marks)

4. Ann takes bread for granted. Substantiate this statement with illustrations from the passage (3 marks)

5. How is Bill’s understanding of ‘loaf’ different from that of other people?

(2 marks)

6. What evidence is there in the passage to show that bread is a special commodity in the village? (2 marks)

7. What are the likely repercussions if the old man fails to get transport back to the village? (3 marks)

8. Give the meaning of the following underlined expressions as used in the passage. (5 Marks)

a. milled

b. astronomically

c. crossroads

d. pondering

e. ‘you don’t miss your water till your well runs dry.’
            SECTION B: GRAMMAR (40 marks)        
1. Punctuate the following sentences correctly. (12 marks)

a. the rain had finally stopped a few rays of sunshine were pushing their way through breaks in the led the following clouds.(1 mk)

b. we assembled the following items for the sale lanterns toys dishes and clothing.(4 mks)

c. when Mrs. Kimeu called she said dont forget that your appointment is at two oclock.(7 mks)

2. Identify the prepositional phrases in the following sentences. Show how the phrase is used in the sentence by writing either adjective or adverb after each. (10 marks)

a. The people in the lobby have tickets for the show.

b. The file in the box on the table belongs to the lecturer.

c. I am always hungry at bedtime.

d. The woman in the blue dress is the lead singer.

e. We drove slowly because of the potholes.

f. The first marathon was run in 490 B.C by a soldier in the Greek army. 

3. Using the following levels: simple, double, multiple and complex indicate the structure of each of the following sentences. (10 marks )

a. The scent of flowers filled the room. 

b. Mark called the police but they took a whole hour to respond. 

c. Harry has not seen his old friend since they were in high school. 

d. Mary made the invitations herself and mailed them yesterday but they will not be received until the end of the week. 

e. Jane was supposed to come, but she didn’t. 

f. The school that he attended was renovated last year. 

g. Masha got up, started to walk, but fell on the carpet. 

h. People who decide to go on a retreat should make careful plans. 

i. My brother and sister hid in the room, and surprised Michael and me. 

j. After Rachel bought the car, she gave it to her mother. 

4. Write 2 example sentences to illustrate each of the following sentence patterns. (8 marks)

a. Subject- verb- indirect object- direct object

b. Subject- linking verb- predicate noun.

c. Subject- verb- direct object.

d. Subject-verb

SECTION C: LITERATURE

Mine Boy by Peter Abrahams (20 marks)

Discuss the plight of the black miners in Peter Abrahams, Mine Boy.
