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Instructions

Answer all the questions according to the instructions given.

SECTION A: COMPREHENSION AND VOCABULARY (25 MARKS)

Read the following passage and answer the questions following it.

The country was also void of any kind of grain worth propagating.  We had, therefore, obtained from various parts of the world small quantities of quick-growing wheat seed which might be found suitable, and out of these we had discovered one species of Egyptian grain which seemed quite adapted to tropical conditions.  A small plot of this corn was in full ear and the new fruit trees had just thrown out some succulent branches when there came a plague of locusts upon the country, which blighted the high expectations we cherished and spoilt our prospects of obtaining comparatively inexpensive bread.

Never can we forget the day when the locusts came.  Out on the northern horizon we saw a cloud rising from the earth heavenwards, until it assumed almost alarming proportions.  …Some natives close by seemed apparently interested in this strange phenomenon, and calling them to us we inquired what it might be.  With a gesture expressive of calamity they replied, ‘Ngie’ (locusts).

Before we had ended our conversation with them, the huge living cloud had reached us and was soaring overhead.  In a few minutes the entire heavens were covered by the passing myriads, and so dense was the mass that the midday sun was blotted out and the sky was covered with a moving cloud of blackness.  The rushing sound of their wings was like the roaring of the sea in a mighty storm…
Soon the locusts touched the earth and struck us on the face and clung to our clothing.  While we stood amazed at the descent of these aerial hosts, we found that the ground was actually covered with their bodies, and they were still falling in undiminished numbers until the ground was strewn with a seething, living mass several inches deep.
The scenes around our mission station were appalling.  Skeletons were tottering hither and thither with every bone and joint in their body exposed to view.  No matter where one went corpses strewed the tracks.  Little skeleton babies were found crying besides the dead bodies of their mothers.

At that time the railway, which the Government was building from the coast to Lake Victoria, Nyanza, was thrusting out its long arm into the interior, at the rate of half a mile a day, with the aid of tens of thousands of Indian coolies who had been imported for the work.  This section of the line which had cost the lives of so many Indians to build, for they died like flies in the early days of construction, was now used in saving the lives of tens of thousands of native savages.

Over the stretch of rails which had already been laid the Government brought up large quantities of Indian rice and opening free food depots at various forts in the country, distributed food to those wrecks of human beings who were able to reach the dispensing centres.  Some reached the area of distribution too late, and soon passed away, while hundreds ravenously bolted the uncooked grain and immediately died, but withall many thousands of lives were saved.  The train which the savages had called, ‘The Great Serpent’, to whose advent they had attributed the famine, became, in the goodness of God, the means of their salvation.
(From In the Heart of Savagedom by Mr. Stuart Watt.)
Q1.
Why does the writer use the word “also” in the first sentence of the first paragraph?












(1 mark)

Q2.
What is the first impression that one gets of the country from the first paragraph?












(1 mark)

Q3.
What does the phrase “which blighted the high expectations” mean?
(1 mark)

Q4.
Who were the aerial hosts?






(1 mark)

Q5.
What was the main result of the visit of the locusts?



1 mark)

Q6.
How did the railway save lives?





(1 mark)

Q7.
Giving two illustrations from the passage, explain the attitude of the writer towards the local people.








(3 marks)

Q8.
Suggest two reasons why Indians were building the railway in Kenya.
(2 marks)

Q9.
Explain why the writer has used each of the following similes in the passage.












(4 marks)


(a) “…like the roaring of the sea in a mighty storm…” (paragraph 3)

(b) “…like flies” (paragraph 6)

Q10.
Do you think that the author had seen locusts before?  Choose the letter that represents your best choice.







(1 mark)

(a) Yes, because of the way he accepted them;
(b) Yes, because he seems to know all about them;

(c) No, because he seems surprised at the effects of them;

(d) No, because he tells us this is the first time he has seen them.

Q11.
Which of the following is the most complete summary of the passage?
(1 mark)

(a) The passage is about a missionary settlement which introduced new crops.  Unfortunately, the station was visited by a plague of locusts which destroyed the crops and brought famine to the whole area.

(b) When locusts visited the mission station, all their experimental crops were eaten so that they were unable to supply the local people with cheap bread.  This brought starvation.  However, the railway was near by and this saved them.

(c) The mission station and the local people were both hard hit by the plague of locusts which brought starvation.  Fortunately, the railway enabled food to be brought into the area, and many people were saved.

(d) When the locusts had gone there was starvation in the area.  The railway, which had cost many lives to build, was now used to save lives.  But many people died because they ate the free food too quickly.

Q12.
Vocabulary


Explain the meaning of each of the following expressions as used in the passage.












(7 marks)

(a) propagating

(b) succulent

(c) phenomenon

(d) myriads

(e) blotted out

(f) tottering

(g) ravenously

SECTION B: GRAMMAR

Q1.
Identify the subordinate clauses in the following sentences and explain their functions.












(10 marks)

(a) John is a twin whose father is a doctor.

(b) He left early so that he could avoid the heavy traffic.

(c) What you have seen is all we have.

(d) I shall write you a letter if I have time.

(e) My grandmother told me a story that I have told to my friends.

Q2.
Combine the following sets of sentences into the type of sentence indicated in brackets at the end of each set.







(10 marks)

(a) The politician campaigned with a lot of enthusiasm.  He was elected with an overwhelming majority.  He never contributed to debates in Parliament. (multiple)

(b) The councilor had been brought up in the slums.  He clearly understood the problems of the poor people. (simple sentence)

(c) The rules may seem unfair to you.  You will have to obey them. (compound sentence)

(d) She had been given every encouragement.  She made little effort to do her best. (complex sentence)

(e) The school had to be closed.  An epidemic of cholera had broken out. (complex sentence)

Q3.
The following sentences contain phrases: infinitive, gerundive, prepositional, present participial and past participial.  Identify the phrase(s) in each sentence and state type and function.  Make sure each phrase is complete.



(12 marks)


(a)  In the evening, she wants to eat matoke.




(3 marks)


(b)  Fearing arrest, the suspect refused to attend the meeting.

(3 marks)


(c)  Appreciating other people is encouraging.



(1½ marks)


(d)  Gordon hates associating with poor people.



(1½ marks)


(e)  Weakened by intense hunger, the old man could not walk to the hospital.












(3 marks)

Q4.
Punctuate the following sentences.





(8 marks)

(a) the carpenter used the following tools a hammer a screwdriver a chisel a saw and a plane








(3 marks)

(b) be careful where you are walking said jim as tom drew near

(3 marks)

(c) the immigrants had been led to believe that houses were easy to come by however six months of fruitless searching convinced them that this was not the case

(2 marks)

SECTION C

Betrayal in the City.

Using suitable illustrations from the play, discuss any five instances of betrayal.  (20 marks)
