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 ABSTRACT 

Kenya’s foreign policy towards Chinese infrastructural development in Kenya for the 

period of 2002-2019 is important in the extents of diplomacy, trade, foreign aid as 

well as investment. This study explored Kenya’s foreign policy towards Chinese 

infrastructural development, 2002-2019. The study objectives were to investigate the 

nature and development of Kenya’s foreign policy relations towards China; to 

establish the impact of Chinese infrastructural development on the Kenyan economy 

and to examine the domestic political processes of Kenya and their influence on 

Kenya’s foreign policy relations with China. Qualitative case study approach was 

used in the study. The data collection tool used was an interview schedule. The study 

targeted respondents who had expert knowledge on Kenya-China foreign policy 

undertakings. The target population of the study was 20 participants covering 6 

officials working in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 6 government representatives 

and 8 foreign policy scholars.  The study used Purposive sampling technique in the 

state agency selection which is the Ministry of foreign affairs, the Kenyan Parliament 

and the Kenya National Archives. On the nature and development of Kenya’s foreign 

policy relations towards China, the findings indicated that there are notable 

similarities in regards to Kenya’s foreign policy relations with China during Mwai 

Kibaki and Uhuru Kenyatta era is that they both continue to look and reinforce the 

looking East policy relations through partnerships in infrastructural development like 

the building of roads, and the standard gauge railway. The study recommends that the 

Kenyan government should maintain transparency with the general public about the 

agreements signed with other countries.  
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 CHAPTER ONE 

 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY 

 

 Introduction 

This chapter gives the background to the study, the statement of the problem, 

purpose of the study, objectives of the study, research questions, justification and 

significance of the study, assumptions of the study, scope of the study, limitations and 

delimitations of the study, definition of terms and the chapter summary. 

Background of the Study 

Since Kenya’s independence in the year 1963, the country has strived to 

implement a foreign policy based on the vital doctrines of the conservation of its 

national security, promotion of justice, settlement of disputes in a peaceful manner, 

peaceful co-existence, respect for international customs and norms as well as the 

observance of both the African Union (AU), and United Nation, (UN) charter.The 

current foreign policy and the diaspora policy documents in Kenya were launched in 

January 20th 2015 and were the first ever to be written since Kenya’s independence 

(Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, 2014). The foreign Policy is 

instituted on five interwoven pillars which include peace, the economy, the 

environment, matters in the diaspora and culture. These pillars are termed as vital 

necessities for the promotion of economic development and the enhancement of 

peace and security (Ministry of foreign Affairs and International Trade, 2014). 

Foreign policy is about the fundamental issue of how organized groups, at 

least in part strangers to each other, interrelate (Hill, 2003). The term can also be 
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defined as the objectives which a state hopes to achieve through their dealings with 

other states. These objectives are usually influenced by a number of factors which 

can either be internal or external. These factors include such aspects as politics, 

geography, and the economy among others. The aim of forging foreign policy 

relations is for the promotion as well as the protection of interests of states. Foreign 

policy not only encompasses interests of states but also carries within it diverse 

agendas for management and control. On the other hand, diplomacy is the tool used 

for foreign policy that governs the relations between independent states through the 

use of diplomats, which is geared towards the enhancement of favourable relations 

(Berridge & James, 2003). 

Defensive realists postulate that interstate conflicts or co-operation largely 

depend on the existing circumstances (Adams, 2003). With the end of the two world 

wars, and the onset of development, interactions between states necessitated cordial 

inter-state relationships. With the formation of these relationships, foreign policies 

were necessitated with the aim of streamlining interactions between states. 

Decolonization also paved way for the development of relationships between foreign 

states. With the formation of the United Nations (UN), there was a need for the 

development of foreign policies in order to streamline and enhance state interactions. 

The aspect of globalization is also a key contributor to the development of foreign 

policy as it touches on the dispersion of government strategies internationally 

(Huang, 2020). 

Kenya has numerous diplomatic relations with other countries of the world, 

and each of these relations varies. However, for the purposes of this study, Kenya’s 

relations with China is explored and specifically, the foreign policy relationship 
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between the two countries in regards to Chinese infrastructural development. On 

account of this thesis, foreign policy analysis of Kenya towards China will be based 

on the period of 2002 to 2019. The study further goes on to analyse the historical 

affinity and development of the China-Kenya relations based on the concept of 

‘Looking East’, geo-politics and geo-strategic influence of Kenya’s relations with 

China.  

Bilateral and Trade Policies between Kenya and China 

Trade investments by China have been on the increase across the world and 

this has enabled growth of economies with a focus on International market of 

Chinese products and services (Mwengei, 2012). Bilateral relations between China 

and Kenya were predominant long before Kenya gained independence in 1963. The 

two countries have strong economic relationships. China has been exporting millions 

of goods to Kenya while they only import tea and coffee.  

Additionally, Kenya and China also have strong political ties. China opened 

an embassy in Nairobi immediately after Kenya became an independent country. 

Also, there have been increased exchanges of military over the past 20 years between 

the two countries that has stimulated relationship. For example, Commanders of the 

two countries paid visits to each opposite country. General Liu Jingson visited Kenya 

in 1996 and the Kenya’s Major General Commander of the Kenya’s Air force paid a 

visit to China in 1997 (Chege, 2010). China has increased its credit lending to Kenya 

as a result of the strong relations. China PRC government-owned radio has operated 

China Radio International 90.1 FM, a radio station in Nairobi where China has been 

advertising and teaching their cultures in Kenya (Xinhua, 2019). 
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Bilateral relations between Kenya and China dates back to the colonial period. 

Raw materials in the form of Agricultural goods such as pyrethrum were exported to 

China by the British colonial inhabitants in Kenya in exchange of manufactured 

commodities. The trade is seen to be the pre-cursor of Kenya’s economic ventures 

with China. Condon (2012) notes; that China provides more affordable investment 

financing for infrastructural projects to African countries compared to international 

financial institutions from the west such as the World Bank and International 

Monetary Fund (IMF). The loans offered are usually subsidized with low interest 

rates but have been observed to have a direct link to mitigating infrastructure deficit 

in African countries. Kenya ranks as the third indebted country to China. Kenya’s 

debt to China stood at 8.3 billion Kenya shillings by the end of the year 2019 

(Plummer, 2019). 

The mutual co-operation has advanced over the years and this relationship has 

gradually evolved during four historical periods of different presidents namely; 

President Jomo Kenyatta, President Daniel Arap Moi, President Mwai Kibaki and 

President Uhuru Kenyatta. Kenya’s foreign policy relation with China was officially 

initiated post-independence in December 1963, during the Kenya African National 

Union (KANU) era (Hashil, 2019). The study will further look at the progression of 

Kenya’s relations from the post-independence era to present. The diplomatic 

relations were initiated by China opening an embassy in Nairobi, Kenya. The 

Chinese-Kenyan relationship at that time was centred on the promotion of trade 

(Robinson & Shambaugh, 1995). The study will also highlight the investment 

initiatives prevalent during the different periods. 
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Ideological rifts during the Jomo Kenyatta era hindered on the progress of the 

agreements made in regards Kenya China economic relations. These rifts were 

caused by doubts that President Jomo Kenyatta had of the Chinese intentions as will 

be discussed in the subsequent parts of the study. The 1980’s was the era in which 

Kenya’s foreign relations with China was revolutionized marking the beginning of 

mutuality and the win-win rhetoric in the relationship. This saw China provide 

developmental funding for projects as well as other aid related assistance to Kenya 

(Alden, Large & Oliveira, 2008). While China benefited from Kenya tourism training 

programs for its citizens in Kenya and the export of goods to the Kenyan market, 

Kenya’s exports to China were not as much as Chinese imports coming into the 

country thus resulting in trade imbalance (Chege, 2010).  

In the period of 1991-2002, both countries enjoyed good diplomatic relations 

with outstanding results. China strengthened its economic ties with Kenya and vice 

versa (Mabera 2016). Poverty rate in the country went down and GDP growth was 

experienced between the years 2003-2011(Central Intelligence Agency, 2016). Due 

to this economic growth, the Kenyan government improved various sectors such as 

the education and health sector, trade, tourism as well as the manufacturing industries 

(Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International trade Affairs, 2014). The study also 

takes an in-depth look at the domestic political processes and their influence on 

Kenya’s foreign policy relations with China during the different presidential regimes. 

Statement of the Problem 

African countries continue to seek out assistance particularly for 

infrastructural development from China and this may be considered to be problematic 

in the long run. This is because in as much as the African countries seek 
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developmental assistance and engage in trade with China, this relationship is 

potentially unequal and imbalanced (Gadzala & Hanusch, 2010). Kenya’s foreign 

policy relations with China has evolved and advanced from the post-independence 

period of 1963 to present. The presence of China in Kenya is very obvious and is 

seen in the form of investments, infrastructural initiatives as well as diplomacy. 

These aspects have opened up greater prospects for Infrastructural development and 

trade. The type of diplomacy between Kenya and China is largely driven by 

economic goals (Makinda, 2020).  

This thesis assumes that Kenya’s Foreign policy has been shaped by the 

foreign policies of the different leaders that Kenya has had since independence as 

well as their evolving interests. China is seen to be an ally to Kenya and this 

relationship can be noted to have taken different forms. The various infrastructural 

developmental initiatives by the Chinese to the people of Kenya can attest to this 

dynamic relationship. In the reign of President Mwai Kibaki and President Uhuru 

Kenyatta, a lot of advancements in the economic relations between the two countries 

can be noted. Relations between the two countries in the period of review have also 

been marked with differences in terms of investment, diplomacy and aid.  

Despite these facts and in as much as the relations between Kenya and China 

have significantly stimulated the economic growth of Kenya, the Chinese investment 

patterns have been viewed with suspicion by western countries. Such suspicions 

entail that China aims to further their national interests by dumpage of cheap 

industrial products, “buying” goodwill and offering unequal terms of trade 

(Brautigam & Gaye, 2007). Chinese debt to Kenya totals for 21% of Kenya’s foreign 

debt and 70% of Kenya’s bilateral debt (Dahir, 2021). The trade relationship between 
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Kenya and China is portrayed as unbalanced with Kenya importing more from China 

than they export. The relations between Kenya and China are intended to promote 

Kenya’s foreign policy objectives, but at the same time this might undermine 

Kenya’s long-term goals (Huang, 2020). It is therefore from this perspective that this 

thesis assesses Kenya’s foreign policy towards Chinese infrastructural development 

initiatives in Kenya. 

Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of the study was to analyze Kenya’s foreign policy relations 

towards China, as well as to establish what has defined these relations. 

Objectives of the Study 

The main objective of the study is to evaluate Kenya’s Foreign policy towards 

China’s infrastructural development initiatives in Kenya, 2002-2019. 

The specific objectives are: 

1. To investigate the nature and development of Kenya’s foreign policy 

relations towards China. 

2. To establish the impact of Chinese infrastructural development on the 

Kenyan economy. 

3. To examine the domestic political processes of Kenya and their influence 

on Kenya’s foreign policy relations with China. 

Research Questions 

1. What is the nature and development of Kenya’s foreign policy towards 

China? 
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2. What is the impact of Kenya-China’s relations in terms of Investment, 

diplomacy and trade on the Kenyan economy? 

3. How does Kenya’s domestic political process influence Kenya’s foreign 

policy relations with China?   

Justification of the Study 

Wide knowledge on China’s Policies and the China firm’s practices in Kenya 

is a magnificent topic of economic growth. The Kenya-China foreign policy relation 

is observed to have undergone an evolutionary process since independence. The 

different regime changes in Kenya have significantly characterized different foreign 

policy relations. The research compares the levels of Kenya’s engagement with 

China in different reigning periods by different presidents. The research analyzes the 

Infrastructural development initiatives between Kenya and China as the Foreign 

policies are shifted by diplomatic politics. 

The research will therefore contribute and enhance the pre-existing wealth of 

knowledge on the topic of Kenya’s foreign policy. The thesis also seeks to portray 

the impact of Chinese infrastructural development to Kenya and its effect on the 

Kenyan economy. The study also aims to benefit other scholars and researchers 

investigating on the topic, to add on to their wealth of knowledge in regards to the 

subject for their further research. The research uses qualitative research design on 

which non numerical data is collected; a specific sampling technique is employed to 

collect the data.  
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Significance of the Study 

This research explained the political as well as the economic factors in foreign 

policy relations analysis in Kenya-China relations. The study also lay further 

substance for the path and determinacies of future relations between Kenya and 

China.  

This study also played a vital role on ongoing conversations on Kenya’s 

foreign policy objectives and the immediate beneficiaries of the study will be the 

Kenyan government and academic scholars.  

The findings and recommendations of this study provided new knowledge in 

regards to Kenya-China foreign policy relations for the formulation of further 

mechanisms related to foreign policies.  

Scholars of international relations and politics would also benefit from the 

findings of this study as it would add on to the pre-existing wealth of knowledge for 

research.  

Assumptions of the Study 

The study was conducted under the following assumptions: 

1. That the data to carry out the research would be easily accessible. 

2. That the research materials to carry out the research would be diverse in 

content. 

3. That the participants/ interviewees chosen for the research would provide 

sincere and enriching data for the research. 
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Scope of the Study 

The study focused on the nature and development of Kenya’s foreign policy 

relations with China. According to Rotberg (2009) China has heavily invested in 

Africa and this has enabled Africa to grow. Therefore the conceptual scope lay on the 

impact of Chinese infrastructural development and its impact on the Kenyan 

economy from the year 2002-2019. The domestic political processes that influence 

foreign policy are also examined. 

The geographic scope of the study will be in Nairobi, Kenya. Kenya was 

chosen as the study under review due to its unique endeavors with China. 

The study targeted the key officials in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA), 

foreign policy scholars and government representatives. 

Limitations and Delimitations of the Study 

The study only covered the foreign policy relations between Kenya and China and 

did not apply to the contexts of other countries as foreign policy mechanisms differ 

from one country to another. The researcher got through this by stating that the 

findings and recommendations of this study provided new knowledge in regards to 

Kenya-China foreign policy relations for the formulation of further mechanisms 

related to foreign policies.  

Another challenge was that the data collected may also be open to biases and 

inaccuracies based on the authors of the literature examined and given that result 

from case studies are generally difficult to repeat. To counter this, the numbers of 

sources used in the research were enough to adequately draw accurate conclusions. 
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Operationalization of Terms 

Bi-lateral Relations: It is defined as a two-sided relationship undertaken by 

two parties/ countries in which both benefit from each other. This can be through 

promotion of trade (Ippolito, Borzoni & Casolari, 2020). In this study Bi- lateral 

relations referred to the diplomatic relations between Kenya and China. These 

relations are analyzed from the pre- colonial era to present.  

Bi-lateral Trade: This is termed as the exchange of goods between two 

countries with the aim of enhancing trade (Kagan, 2021). In this study Bi- lateral 

trade refers to the trade relations that Kenya has with china whereby Kenya is seen to 

export goods like pyrethrum and tea to China as China imports manufactured goods 

to Kenya.  

Belt and Road Initiative: Also known as the One Belt and One Road Initiative 

is an infrastructural development initiative by the Chinese, geared towards the global 

development of infrastructure (Sigdel, 2020). In this study Belt and Road Initiative 

refers to the aspect where Kenya is termed as being involved in the roads and bridges 

initiative which has seen the signing of agreements across a wide range of sectors 

notably the infrastructural sector.  The belt and road initiative has served to speed up 

Kenya’s developmental strategies. Such strategies include infrastructural 

development such as the construction of the SGR and roads constructions.  

China-Africa Relations: Also known as Sino-African relations. It refers to the 

relationship between China and the African Continent. These relations could be 

economic, political or social (Batchelor & Zhang, 2017). In this study, it is noted that 

after the Korean War, China began to form official contacts with African states with 

the first diplomatic conference taking place during the Bandung Conference in 1955. 
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Decolonization: The term refers to the process in which colonies attain their 

freedom from colonizing states hence becoming independent (Kennedy, 2016). In 

this study decolonization referred to Africa’s independence from its colonial masters 

in the 1950 is seen to have concurred with the dawning of the People’s Republic of 

China and this created a rare opportunity for China to form a unique and thriving 

alliance with Africa.      

Diplomacy: The term refers to a system of organized communication which is 

promoted in order to influence decisions. It is usually used by diplomats of sovereign 

countries to achieve specific agendas (Kissinger, 2012). In this study diplomacy is 

the diplomatic relations between Kenya and China cover a myriad of issues such as 

infrastructural and technological cooperation, anti-piracy coordination, and oil 

expedition.  

Gross domestic Product: It is defined as an economic indicator of nation’s 

gross input as well as output for a specific period of time (Brezina, 2011). In this 

study gross domestic product is are the infrastructure projects for example the SGR 

has been mentioned and it is seen as having improved Kenya’s gross domestic 

product to 6.5% (Rotberg, 2009). The new Nairobi-Mombasa standard gauge railway 

has also increased the volumes of freight and cargo from the port of Mombasa due to 

the reduced transport time and ease of clearing the cargo which improves the 

economic activity in the country (Xinhua, 2019)  

Foreign Direct Investment: Foreign Direct Investment is a type of investment 

whereby one country invests in a business venture in another country. This type of 

investment can also include mergers or acquisitions and business expansion 

(Turnock, 2017). In this study, foreign direct investment referred to the Chinese 
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foreign direct investments and the significant advantages they have on   the Kenyan 

economy such as being very commercially competitive, delivering high quality 

services, and working within the set deadlines, which in turn facilitates the 

achievement of the infrastructural development goals in Kenya.  

Foreign Policy: A guide as to how one state interacts with the other foreign 

nations. Foreign policy is also the structured guidelines that regulate international 

political dealings between states (Hill, 2006). In this study Foreign Policy referred to 

the Kenya’s foreign policy towards Chinese infrastructural development and the 

relationship is examined from the post-independence era to the present. 

Summary 

This chapter presented the introduction and background to the study, the 

purpose of the study, research problem, the objectives, the research questions and the 

justification. Additionally, this chapter presented the significance, key assumptions of 

the study and the possible limitations and the delimitations of the study. Lastly this 

chapter defined the key terms used in the study. 
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 CHAPTER TWO 

 LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

Introduction 

In this chapter, the study examined the Kenya -China foreign policy relations 

in the pre-independence and post-independence era under various political 

leaderships and economic eras. However, the literature that was examined was not 

limited to Kenya’s foreign policy towards Chinese infrastructural development, 

2002-2019 but also endeavored to expose any other literature that was of thematic 

importance to the study in regards to China’s Foreign Policy towards Africa and 

China- Africa cooperation in general. 

Theoretical Framework 

The study was guided by the Realism theory and the Liberalism theory. The 

realism theory is a dominant theory in contemporary International Relations that 

seeks to explain how states interact with each other in the global sphere. The 

Liberalism theory states that state preferences are the main determining factor of state 

conduct. 

Realism Theory 

Realism theory is a dominant theory in contemporary International Relations 

that seeks to explain how states interact with each other in the global sphere. This 

theory has dominantly held a strong position in international politics. This is in part 

due to the fact that the theory provides a more compelling argument on how states 

behave vis-à-vis patterns in the global system. Despite the varying levels of realism 
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theory ranging from classical realism to structural realism, the basic principles are 

survival and self-help for states (Dunne & Schmidt, 2011). 

Realism theory has its historical roots in the works of the great Chinese 

military strategist Sun Tzu nearly 2000 years ago. Sun Tzu, through his works 

advised various heads of states and leaders on survival strategies in times of war. In 

this regard, leaders were shown the importance of accumulating power in pursuing 

their national interests. To Sun Tzu, power is a salient component if states are to win 

against other states in case of a war (Huang, 2020). 

Realists components can be seen in the great works of realist theorists such as 

Thucydides (471 - 400 BC), Nicollo Machiavelli (1469 - 1527), Thomas Hobbes 

(1588 -1679) and Hans Morgenthau (1948). Hans Morgenthau’s famous book The 

Prince sheds light on the different ways of exploiting and expanding power by states 

for national enrichment. “Realist theorists maintain that the state is the main actor in 

international politics and a key unit of analysis” (Jackson & Sorensen, 2007 p.69).  

A Critique of the Realism theory 

Realism is built on the assumptions that humans have an innate nature to seek 

power for domination over other states. Human beings are primarily selfish and thus 

states behave in the same selfish manner as these individuals. Apart from that, human 

beings are naturally conflictual and competitive in nature hence states compete in the 

international arena to advance their national interests leading up to conflicts. To 

realists, power politics includes state survival and national security (Baylis, Smith & 

Owens, 2011).  
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Application of the Theory in the Field of International Relations and 

Diplomacy 

Realism theory is applicable in the international relations and diplomacy 

practice in that Nations rely on realist contributions made by Hans Morgenthau to 

deal with issues of national interests. In his classical book Politics among Nations 

(1948), Morgenthau defines the concept of national interests in terms of hard power 

particularly military capabilities of a given state to be precise. To Morgenthau, power 

is the capability to control another person’s actions. To realists, the struggle for 

power in global politics is the foundation of domestic and international policies 

solely based on the innate nature of humans. Therefore, heads of states and leaders 

strive to pursue policies that conserve the strength and wellbeing of their states 

(Dunne & Schmidt, 2011). 

The Realism theory was applicable in this study in explaining the foreign 

diplomacy between Kenya and China. From previous discussions, it is clear that 

China’s interest in Kenya and the larger African continent is to pursue policies that 

support its national interests and in this regard gain power and recognition in global 

politics. Initially, China sought support from newly independent African countries in 

the 1950s to support People’s Republic of China as the lawful government of China. 

Kenya on the other hand, has formed diplomatic ties with China to boost its economy 

and maintain its status as the East African economic powerhouse (Turnock, 2017). 

However, realism theory is less prominent in international Relations than it 

once was. The condition of anarchy indicates that states are the main actors with 

political and military power at the core. Nonetheless, the issue of Kenya -China 

foreign policy has seen many private and government companies and development 
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banks partake in various policies such as infrastructural development in Kenya. 

Hence, another theory was explored to create a better understanding these dynamic 

diplomatic relations.  

Liberalism Theory 

In spite of the compelling reasons brought forth by realist theorists, there 

seems to be some notable gaps within the discussed paradigms. For instance, realists 

agree on the need for a state to acquire and develop hard power for international 

recognition and maintain its territorial integrity. But even so, realism has failed to 

account for the issue of soft power in foreign policy that has occurred between China 

and Africa since the independence era. Additionally, the theory has failed to 

recognize the increasing diplomatic ties between China and Africa that are based on 

mutual understanding. For these reasons, Liberalism theory has provided an 

alternative method of analyzing Sino - Africa diplomatic relations and for this 

particular study, China - Kenya relations. 

Liberalism is one of the main theories of international relations and comes 

from the Latin word ‘Liber’ which refers to the philosophy of ‘freedom’ (Ludwig & 

Greaves, 2005). The liberal theory draws its underpinnings from the works of 

philosophers such as; Adam Smith, Francois-Marie Voltaire and German thinker 

Immanuel Kant. The theory of liberalism contends that state preferences are the main 

determining factor of state conduct. The theory also states that the international 

system is fundamentally cooperative, as a result of interdependence. 

The Liberal perspective allows for pluralities in state conduct and holds that 

actors in the international system play equally important roles and that the results of 

international affairs are not only determined by power relations between states  but 
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also other factors such as; the government type, the economic system and social 

factors (Paulo & Reisen, 2010).The Liberal theory contends that the fundamental 

actors in international politics are rational individuals and private groups, who 

organize and exchange ideas to promote their interests (Springer, Birch, & 

MacLeavy, 2016). Liberalism theory advocates for the use of diplomacy as a way of 

enhancing state interactions rather than anarchy as realism suggests. Liberal scholars 

assert that in as much as there is anarchy in the international system, most nations are 

not engaged in war. This statement reinforces the reality that Kenya is not at war with 

China. 

A Critique of the Liberalism theory 

Both realism and liberalism theories converge on the aspect that the state is 

the main actor in international relations. However, the diverging difference is that 

while realism theory acknowledges states as the sole actors who matter, liberalist 

theorists recognize plurality in state actions. Thus, preferences will vary from state to 

state, depending on factors such as culture, economic system or government type. 

Consequently, the liberal theory propagates that instead of an anarchic international 

system, there are abundant prospects for cooperation and broader notions of power. 

The Liberalism theory is applicable in this study as it expounds more on just 

how domestic players as well as international players have an influence a country’s 

foreign policy.  

General Literature Review 

China has played a significant role in assisting African countries with funds 

for development which can be dated back to the Tan-Zam railway construction which 

was completed and handed over to the to the Zambian’s country back in the year 
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1976 (Robinson & Shambaugh,1995). The main reason that china funds African 

countries is with the purpose of enhancing trade between the African countries and 

beyond. Kenya has not been left behind as it has benefited financially from China 

(Song, 2015).  

According to Sanghi and Johnson (2016), the Kenyan Government has 

utilized the funds fully to construct key infrastructures and various projects such as 

the standard gauge railway which was completed recently and the construction of the 

Lamu Island port, among other consumer products. In addition, Kenya has not only 

benefited from the Chinese funds but also, the Kenyan producers have opened a 

market in China where they can buy what is known as low cost Chinese products 

such as motorbikes (Sanghi & Johnson, 2016).  

Foreign Policy 

A country’s foreign policy can be described as a collection of a country’s 

principles and national values that guide a state in determining diplomatic relations 

with another state and non-state actors within the global system network. These 

relations are more or less determined by a country’s capabilities and its strategies 

(Hill, 2016). Previously, diplomacy was perceived as a formal dialogue between 

different nations in a global platform up until the 1980s.  

Foreign policy consists of a state’s strategies in pursuing and safeguarding its 

national interests. Jackson and Sorensen (2013) argue that foreign policy is an 

instrument through which a country acts to secure its national interests in the global 

arena. The authors further state that national interests are broad and encompass 

economic, socio-cultural, technology and political aspects. Foreign policy further 
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emphasizes on the management of international relations and duties of countries’ 

state from those assigned from the internal policy. 

Kenya has presented different pictures to international community. In its 

nature and development, Kenya’s foreign policy is branded by strong sense of 

standards and romanticism. However, the policy fails to contain some references to 

present equal international order or the appeal and attainability of diplomatic global 

community (Mwengei, 2012). There are no established standards for equal 

distribution of opportunities. It has led to increased importation of China’s products 

than exportation of Kenya’s products to China.   

In her ambition and drive to have an economically developed country, Kenya 

appealed to china to fund large scale projects. Undoubtedly, the infrastructural 

development in Kenya has greatly impacted Kenya’s economy. Chinese 

constructions like the building modern roads and the Standard Gauge railway, have 

greatly boosted the transport industry (Xinhua, 2019).  

Foreign policies are mostly designed by the head of the state and are 

influenced by domestic politics. The changes in political regimes from Moi to Kibaki 

to Uhuru welcomed drastic changes between Kenya and China. The aspects of 

democracy and globalization have greatly changed the priorities of Kenya’s Foreign 

policy (Murero, 2019).  

Kenya’s Foreign Policy 

In the ensuing aftermath of Kenya’s independence from the British colonial 

power in 1963, Kenya’s foreign policy was guided by the appeal for international 

recognition as a member of the global community and for prestige. During this 
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period, Kenya’s foreign relations took the approach of political non-alignment 

(Hudson, 2012).  

However, this political ideology was later contested by the Kenya African 

National Union (KANU) which was the ruling party led by Kenya’s founding father 

President Jomo Kenyatta and the opposition leader and Vice President Oginga 

Odinga who led the minority faction. Jomo Kenyatta vouched for western capitalism 

whilst the opposition leader preferred eastern communism. This east-west rivalry for 

control and influence over Africa would later affect domestic politics and foreign 

relations across various Kenya’s political leaderships. Thus, during Jomo Kenyatta’s 

regime following Kenya’s independence, he turned to the West (USA and Britain) 

for more foreign capital to thwart Oginga’s communist ideals (Chege, 2010). 

Kenya’s foreign policy over the years has been marked by stabilities and 

instabilities that have been prompted by changes in political administration with 

foreign policy decisions that are reflective of the incumbent's leadership. Kenya 

achieved her independence during the Cold War era which saw Jomo Kenyatta, its 

founding father, adopt political impartiality as one of the propositions upon which its 

foreign policy was established through Sessional Paper No. 10 of 1965 tagged the 

“African Socialism”. It is imperative however, to contend that Kenya’s foreign policy 

has remained visibly accordant with its guiding principles albeit minimal adaptations 

in response to the dynamic international relations and politics (Kaburu, 2020). 

The drafting and application of Kenya’s foreign policy remains cognizant of 

her national ethics and the desires of her people which are deeply enshrined in the 

2010 Constitution. In this regard, Article 10 (2) of the 2010 Kenyan Constitution 

recognizes national values such as the rule of law, patriotism, human dignity, social 
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justice, democratic participation, human rights and national unity upon which state 

policies and foreign policies are premised. However, these national values have more 

or less been compromised depending on the political leadership and environment. 

Along with the 2010 Constitution, Kenya’s foreign policy agendas and decisions are 

appraised by the Sessional Paper No. 10 of 1965 which was built on African 

socialism ideologies. In addition, the Sessional Paper No. 1 of 1986 established on 

the economic management for renewed and lasting growth, national development 

frameworks such as the Kenya Vision 2030 and lastly, manifestos for the ruling 

political parties (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2014). 

Mabera (2016) asserts that Kenya’s foreign policy includes the diaspora 

policy instrument which was formulated in January 2015. The Diaspora instrument is 

a response on the need to include and align Kenya’s Diaspora community into 

national development plans in line with Kenya’s Vision 2030. This instrument 

consists of guiding principles namely recognition, participation, engagement, 

empowerment, coordination, gender and youth responsiveness and lastly 

decentralization. It is this document that set the tone for a more decisive approach to 

Kenya’s foreign policy that directly and indirectly affects Kenyans abroad. Mabera 

further acknowledges other documents that inform Kenya’s foreign relations which 

include the Kenya Vision 2030, whose aim is to transform Kenya’s economy to a 

middle-income country by 2030, international conventions, treaties and agreements.  

The Africa rising narrative that has put to rest stereotypical presumptions of 

Africa as the dark, hopeless and desperate continent resonates well with the Kenya 

Vision 2030. This is a long-term national blueprint for economic, social and political 

recovery and development of Kenya. The framework envisions the transformation of 
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Kenya into a middle-income country whilst ensuring proper and sustainable 

industrialization as well as providing a high quality of life to its citizens. The three 

pillars outlined in the document seek to promote scientific innovation and 

technology, efficient land reforms, human resource advancements and infrastructural 

development amongst others. This has seen many Kenyan foreign policies revolve 

around the national blueprint in an attempt to achieve its goals in line with Vision 

2030 (USAID, 2015). The country’s geographical positioning within the Horn of 

Africa and along the coast has seen it pursue foreign policies that seek to promote its 

territorial integrity. Similarly, Kenya’s strategic positioning at the coast makes it an 

asset in regional and international trade. 

Kenya’s foreign policy seeks to pursue her national objectives such as 

protecting the sovereignty of Kenya and the territorial integrity, promoting sub-

regional and regional cooperation, advance Kenya’s economic prosperity and that of 

her people, promote international collaboration to mention but a few. Kenya’s 

foreign policy has five interlinked pillars all aimed at the development of the nation. 

The five pillars of diplomacy include; “cultural diplomacy pillar, diaspora diplomacy 

pillar, economic diplomacy pillar, environment diplomacy pillar and the peace 

diplomacy pillar” (Kaburu, 2017). 

China’s Foreign Policy 

Since the establishment of the People's Republic of China in 1950, Chinese 

authorities have battled with the dilemma of restoring the nation to its historical role 

as a dominant force in the face of its own development challenges. In 1978, the new 

leader Deng Xiaoping set China on a gradualist capitalist - oriented development map 

which yielded three decades of double-digit growth in 2005. The author further 
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contends that China's foreign policy was built on the following principles: observe 

calmly, secure our position, conceal our capabilities and bide our time, be adept at 

keeping a low profile, and never assume leadership” (Er & Jain, 2020). The ‘One 

China’ policy forms the basis and foundation for Sino -China relations with 

individual states and regional organizations. Thus, China’s foreign policy is informed 

by communist ideologies (Chege, 2010).  

China’s Foreign Policy towards Africa 

The genesis of the movement towards African independence from its colonial 

masters in the 1950s concurred with the dawning of the People’s Republic of China. 

This created a rare opportunity for China to form a unique and thriving alliance with 

Africa. Nevertheless, China’s vision towards Africa received some criticisms and 

serious setbacks from freshly independent pro-Western nations such as Liberia, 

Ethiopia and Egypt. In addition, states like Ethiopia participated in military 

operations steered by the United Nations in the early 1950s to combat Chinese 

military incursions in South Korea. However, Beijing took this as a challenge to form 

meaningful relations with Africa in its quest for legitimacy and to secure Africa as an 

ally (Wang & Zou, 2014).  

It is after the Korean War that China began to form official contacts with 

African states with the first diplomatic conference taking place during the Bandung 

Conference in 1955. The then Foreign Minister Zhou Enhai met with a number of 

African leaders and diplomats including Gamal Abdel Nassir of Egypt. In 1956, 

Egypt was the first African nation to constitute diplomatic relations with Beijing 

while Cairo became the central base for Chinese business with other African states 

for years (Er & Jain, 2020). 
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In the 1960s, China continued to manifest its diplomatic relations with 

African countries by recognizing newly independent African countries and providing 

assistance to existing colonial liberation movements across the continent. 

Nevertheless, there was a motive behind this. The motive was that, China sought 

acknowledgement from African states to recognize the People’s Republic of China as 

the sole and legitimate ruling government of China. Additionally, China sought 

Africa’s assistance in resisting the creation of two Chinas: Taiwan and the People’s 

Republic of China. Lastly, China needed Africa’s assistance for its reinstatement into 

the United Nations. It was imperative to ensure the unity and solidarity of Third 

World nations including China and shield them from colonialism and Western 

imperialism (Strauss, 2009).  

Foreign Minister Zhou launched a foreign aid campaign for the economic and 

technological advancement and development of Africa in Ghana in 1964. This further 

solidified China’s incursion into Africa. As of 1966, China’s foreign aid to Africa 

was estimated at $428 million. As a result, 17 independent African states recognized 

China whereas 14 others maintained diplomatic relations with Taiwan. Thus, China’s 

foreign policies emphasized on developing relations with individual African states as 

opposed to blocs which in turn escalated China’s influence and popularity in Africa 

(Das, 2016). The author further classifies diplomatic relations between China and 

Africa into four categories. The first category is the friendship treaties for solidarity, 

economic and cultural development. The second group includes trade agreements 

whose purpose is to endorse commercial relations. Thirdly, China advanced cultural 

programs with African academic institutions for student exchange programs. The 
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fourth category comprised of technical assistance agreements through which Beijing 

dispersed financial assistance.  

China’s rising involvement with Africa has faced criticism and skepticism 

from the West. With a myriad of issues, of great concern is the increase in flow of 

primary goods to Africa from China, construction of Africa’s infrastructural projects 

by Chinese companies and the migration of large numbers of Chinese laborers to 

Africa. Sino-African relations exist at various levels although China has been 

portrayed by Western media as an exploiter of African economies whilst remaining 

oblivious of promoting sustainable socio-economic and political development 

(Amsalu & Zhu, 2018). 

Nonetheless, some African scholars and economists believe that China’s 

diplomatic ties with Africa in form of Chinese loans will address Africa's economic 

issues in a way that is fundamentally different from that of the International 

Monetary Fund and the World Bank. Todaro (2012) asserts that “Instead of 

conditional ties China prides itself- to the delight of African governments – on giving 

or lending money with no apparent strings attached. It is also focused on financing 

infrastructural development and technology advancements”. However, other 

economists and scholars disagree with this assertion by expressing their worries on 

how China’s infrastructure project financing may have increased Africa's debt while 

furthering China’s foreign policy agenda in Africa (Todaro, 2012).  

The Forum on China - Africa Cooperation 

Over the decades, China has prioritized its relations with Africa both as an 

ally and as a strategic partner at both socio – economic and political levels. Its 

commitment to non-interference in Africa’s internal affairs and drive to form 
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significant alliances based on shared understanding and respect has received a warm 

welcome in many African countries. The Forum on China Africa Cooperation 

(FOCAC) has continuously strengthened a wide range of economic, socio - cultural 

and political developments with the African continent since its institution in October 

2000. The formation of FOCAC opened up academic analysis of China’s foreign 

policy instruments which proved to be an analytical challenge previously because of 

China’s secretive nature on matters pertaining its national interests. Therefore, 

FOCAC formalized China’s links with Africa that date back to the creation of the 

People’s Republic of China (Gu, 2009). 

Since its institution, the FOCAC has provided Africa and China with an 

institutional framework for seeking reciprocal beneficial results and enhancing their 

strategic alliance. For the Africa continent, South - South partnership offers security 

against exploitation by wealthy, industrialized countries particularly from the West 

and a practical substitute to North - South trading patterns which have hegemonies in 

international trade since the colonial period. The South - South unity offers the 

guarantee of countering the ever-increasing negative consequences of globalization. 

The FOCAC has therefore provided a platform through which foreign policy between 

China and Africa on a number of issues can be analyzed and understood (Shelton, 

2016).  

Further, Shelton (2016) states that FOCAC serves as the official instrument 

for China’s foreign policy in Africa. The framework is mandated with drawing up 

guiding principles through which china can strengthen its diplomatic relations and 

strategies in Africa. It is through this instrument that china is able to identify policy 

challenges and available gaps and opportunities in individual African countries. This 
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information helps in regulating policies that are attractive to African states and those 

that advance China’s national interests throughout the African continent. 

Various FOCAC meetings have been held in various African cities with 

increased presence of African leaders and heads of state. Since its inauguration, the 

FOCAC has held seven meetings in China and Africa. These meetings include 

“Beijing-China in 2000, Addis Ababa-Ethiopia in 2003, Beijing -China in 2006, 

Sharm El-Sheikh-Egypt in 2009, Beijing -China in 2012, Johannesburg – south 

Africa in 2015 and lastly Beijing - China in 2018” (Ibonye, 2020). 

Kenya - China Relation 

During the pre-modern trade contact, trade along the overland passages and 

the Silk Road Maritime expedited the trade in goods between China and the coast of 

East Africa for five consecutive centuries before the arrival of Zheng-He’s fleet. As 

Islam expanded along the Kenyan coastal area during the eighteenth century, so did 

settlements that became bustling trading centers for merchants. According to 

Plummer (2019), the Kenyan coastal cities of Mombasa, Pate, Lamu and Malindi 

islands were a part of the international Indian Ocean trade network led by Muslim 

merchants who ferried pottery, bronze utensils, coins and silk to the Kenyan coastal 

communities and ferried other goods to China. 

The largest ship in the world visited Kenya's coastal islands in the early 15th 

century. The ship's commander, Zheng He, was one of China's greatest navigators 

during the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644 AD). In fact, Zheng can be compared to other 

great navigators such as Vasco da Gama, Marco Polo, Christopher Columbus and 

Ferdinand Magellan. Zheng transported Chinese friendship and porcelain to Kenya 

on one of his seven voyages to the western sea. This was a generous gesture, and the 
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people of Malindi rewarded him with a giraffe. Zheng proudly returned the giraffe to 

China and placed it in the imperial court. This action sparked what became known as 

giraffe diplomacy. Following that, numerous countries competed to donate giraffes to 

the Ming Dynasty in return for silk, porcelain, and tea. Later, the King of Malindi 

sailed to China aboard Zheng's navy and spent the remainder of his life there. As a 

result, it would be appropriate to assert that friendship between Kenya and China 

began nearly 600 years ago. (Plummer, 2019). 

When Kenya attained independence on December 12, 1963, Oginga Odinga 

and his followers succeeded in having the new state recognize the People's Republic 

of China rather than Taiwan. Both the Republic of China (Taiwan) and the People's 

Republic of China aggressively pursued newly independent African governments. 

African countries accounted about 30% of the United Nations membership in 1963, 

the year Kenya gained independence. As a result, Taiwan received recognition from 

19 African countries, whilst China only had 13 states on its side in 1963. At the 

annual vote at the United Nations on the People’s Republic of China as the sole 

lawful government of China that year,  14 African nations were in favor of China 

while 17 favored Taiwan. As more African states gained their independence, the tides 

turned in favor of the People’s Republic of China. The General Assembly passed 

Resolution 2758 that transferred the seat to the People’s Republic of China from the 

Republic of China in 1971. The United Nations officially recognized China. It is this 

crucial moment that cemented China’s role on the global stage. Without a doubt, this 

would not have happened without the backing of newly independent African states 

(Kioko, 2011).  
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Kenya and China have had diplomatic relations since December 14, 1964, 

when the People's Republic of China (PRC) established formal diplomatic 

connections with Kenya. Diplomatic relations between Kenya and China cover a 

myriad of issues such as infrastructural and technological cooperation, anti-piracy 

coordination, and oil expedition collaboration amongst others. The earliest phase saw 

solid and fair diplomatic relations between the two states. After 1965 however, ties 

between Kenya and China lowered due to chargé d'affaires. This incident heightened 

conflicts between Kenya and China where then President Jomo Kenyatta viewed 

China as a threat to his political power. Most importantly, Jomo Kenyatta wanted to 

ensure that the opposition leader Oginga Odinga did not gain legitimate recognition 

and financial resources from China. These relations gradually returned to normal in 

the 1970s during President Daniel Moi’s era (Kioko, 2011).  

Chege (2010) agrees with the above analysis by stating that Kenya formed 

official diplomatic relations with the People’s Republic of China as opposed to the 

Republic of China soon after its independence. This was courtesy of the radical wing 

of Kenya’s ruling party Kenya Africa National Union (KANU) led by the Kenya’s 

vice president and Minister of Home Affairs (present Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 

Jaramogi Oginga Odinga. Shortly after, China appointed Wang Yutien as the 

ambassador to Kenya in February 1964. However, Oginga’s efforts to form an 

alliance with China were radically opposed by the other faction of the ruling party 

who were fanatics of the Western capitalist ideology and also from Kenyan allies in 

the West. This saw a downward spiral of Kenya-China diplomatic relations for the 

next decade till the exit of China’s Mao from power in 1976 and later on Kenyatta’s 

death and exit from Kenyan leadership in 1978. 
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Kenya was a British colonial state but despite that fact and the Cold War era, 

Kenya still exported raw materials to China for processing till the early 1960s. These 

raw materials included cotton, pyrethrum, and sisal to mention but a few. On the 

other hand, Kenya exported processed products from China such as tea, fabric and 

metals. It is imperative to note that Kenya’s trade with China tripled compared to the 

pre - colonial era (Chege, 2010). 

In order to deepen cooperation between China and Kenya, China’s 

ambassador made an official visit to Kenya in 1964 to discuss economic and 

technological collaboration between the two states with then Minister of Trade, 

James Gichuru. Soon after the meeting, China dispatched 15 delegates comprised of 

experts in various fields with an aim of identifying gaps in the Kenyan economy and 

map out possible areas of partnership. A great point to note is that Kenyan leaders 

and economic experts were given an opportunity to forward their suggestions for 

potential proposals to the delegates through the Ministry of Finance (Kenya National 

Archives). Though some proposals were adopted, others did not see the light of the 

day after the closure of the consultations.  

Kenya - China Economic Cooperation 

Currently, China has replaced the World Bank and the International Monetary 

Fund to become Kenya’s largest lender. This cooperation dates back to 1964, after 

Kenya’s independence. Kenya and china jointly ratified a trade agreement in 1964 

which was later revised in 1978 when President Moi took up the Presidency. 

Presently, Kenya’s Ministry of Trade is in consultations with the China in order to 

amend this trade agreement to match up to current requirements in international trade 

and for the expansion of both economies. Besides the existing bilateral trade 
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agreement between China and Kenya, the Chinese government has consistently urged 

its businesses to venture into Kenyan markets. To make it more appealing, the 

Chinese leadership set up a unique fund that urges corporations and other businesses 

to import some Kenyan products so as to maintain cordial relations with Kenya 

(Mabera, 2016). 

Over the last decade, China has surpassed the European Union and the United 

States of America to become Kenya’s largest trading partner. Kenya’s exports to 

China have totaled to $3.78 billion. Critics have viewed this as an imbalance in trade 

(Plummer, 2019). 

Chinese Infrastructural Development in Kenya 

Kenya’s long-term national blueprint dubbed Vision 2030 has contributed to 

Kenya’s quest for financial support in infrastructure development which is a 

necessity for sustainable economic growth. Because of its already established ties 

with China, the Kenyan government has looked to China to finance its large-scale 

projects particularly in the transport sector. This has seen an influx in Chinese 

construction firms into Kenya for these projects. Moreover, these firms have played a 

significant role in curbing youth unemployment in Kenya by providing employment 

on some of the projects. Chinese investments in Kenya particularly in the transport 

sector have influenced the Kenyan economy (Plummer, 2019). 

The Kenyan government under President Kibaki’s leadership in collaboration 

with international development partners, had been striving to build a new and modern 

road network to connect Nairobi. This led to delays in transportation of goods from 

the Kenyan coastal ports to the neighboring East African countries which relied on its 

ports. However, the vision came to a standstill after facing delays in the preparation 
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of binding and later tendering of the construction project. Hope was never lost for 

when President Kibaki attended the Sino - African Summit in Beijing in November, 

2006, he managed to secure an aid package or the road construction. The aid package 

was meant to upgrade and expand a road linking Jomo Kenyatta International Airport 

to Nairobi’s central business hub. In addition, the Chinese government pledged to 

construct a 72 kilometers road in form of bypasses to link the central roads in and out 

of the Nairobi city (Gondi, 2014). 

Despite Chinese companies partaking various construction projects in Kenya, 

there has been a lot of criticism revolving around this. Many critics have sighted 

violation of local and international labor laws by the Chinese employers against 

Kenyan and Chinese employees. To extreme levels, some Chinese employers have 

been charged with using prison labor on their employees. However, all these 

allegations are yet to be proved with substantial facts. Others have sighted that the 

use of Chinese laborers on Kenyan construction projects has done little to increase 

employment opportunities or the millions of unemployed youths in Kenya (Plummer, 

2019).  

Kenya’s Public Debt 

The Kenya Vision 2030, the United Nations Agenda 2030 on Sustainable 

Development Goals and the African Union’s Agenda 2063 have placed budgetary 

constraints on the Kenyan government to borrow loans externally in order to finance 

development projects under these blueprints. Thus, Kenya’s public debt has been on 

a rising trajectory. 
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Public debt has experienced new interest over the years following the 

European sovereign debt crisis. Previously, only developing countries were seen as 

vulnerable to a debt crisis before the European debt crisis. Kenya’s public debt over 

the last decades has remained fairly stable until recently when the Kenyan 

government under President Uhuru Kenyatta has increased Kenya’s foreign 

borrowing significantly in an attempt to increase diplomatic relations and advance its 

national and foreign policies (Munda, 2018). 

Presently, China is Kenya’s biggest lender due to its low interest loans and the 

deep diplomatic ties between the two nations. China has been on a mission to finance 

development projects in Kenya while the Republic of Kenya is on a mission to 

improve its economy through science, innovation and technology projects. Kodongo 

(2018) notes that Kenya’s total public debt has increased from KES 1.89 trillion in 

2013 to an estimated KES 5.04 trillion in 2018. This has raised concerns concerning 

Kenya’s public debt sustainability on the nation’s economic sustainability. This 

situation is harmful to Kenya’s economy and unsustainable.  

According to Murero (2019), President Uhuru Kenyatta just signed another 

multi billion loan with China in April 2017 amounting to USD 67 billion despite 

economists advising against the move. As Kenya continues to advance its economic 

diplomatic policy with China, so does its public debt increase. Therefore, this raises 

many questions on the sustainability of these projects with China and how they have 

impacted the Kenyan economy particularly in the aspect of curbing the ever growing 

rate of youth unemployment. Another highly contested issue is whether Kenya’s 

economic diplomatic policy particularly in the transport and manufacturing sectors 
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with China are a reflection of Kenya’s national interests and the interests of all 

Kenyans regardless of class or just for the interests of the elite few.   

Empirical Literature Review 

A study by Snideman (2009) set out to determine how foreign policy 

decisions are made in America. The aim of the study is to find out how American 

presidents choose their foreign policy tools and the researcher proposes a domestic 

politics based explanation. The area of study was the United States of America. The 

study used cross sectional time series regression. The study findings revealed that 

Presidential ideology and domestic economic performance condition presidential 

decisions to use force. Election timing is also important; presidents choose to use less 

politically costly foreign policy tools late in their term. The findings also 

demonstrated that there was a connection between the decision to use military force 

and the decision to use economic sanctions. 

A study by Wang (2006) explored the struggle for power and China -US 

relations. The aim of the study is to understand the complexities of US China 

relations and their contributing factors. The study area was the U.S. The study 

adopted the comparative and evaluative research design. The study utilized 

secondary data; textual. The study findings revealed that the relations between US 

and China are in a controlled phase with trivial misunderstandings which do not 

escalate into large scale hostilities. The study recommended that U.S-China should 

work to mend their unstable relationship. 

A study by Guloba, Kilimani and Nabiddo (2021) set out to establish the 

impact of China Africa Aid relations in Uganda. The aim of the study was to provide 

perceptions on how China has impacted on the economic and social welfare of the 
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citizens of Uganda as well as the impact of the economic relationship with China. 

The study area was Uganda. The study adopted a field survey research design with a 

sample size of 20 respondents. The study findings revealed that Chinese aid to 

Uganda was in the form of technological assistance, interest free loans and grants. 

The study findings further established that the relations between Uganda and Kenya 

have served to ease Uganda’s external debt burden through the cancellation of debts 

and hence a positive impact on the people of Uganda’s welfare. The study 

recommended that Uganda should focus on capacity and use China to build its 

capacity for the betterment of its economy. 

A study by Wakhungu, Okoth & Odhiambo (2021) set out to determine 

foreign policy as an enabler of regionalism. The main aim of the study was to 

interrogate the foreign policy pillars of Kenya and Tanzania in regards to the East 

African Community; economic-political integration process. The study area was 

Kenya and Tanzania. The study adopted descriptive and cross cultural research 

design with a sample size of 384 respondents. The study revealed that the foreign 

policy pillars of Kenya and Tanzania were mostly influenced by nationalistic interest 

and were not regionally focused. The study recommended that Kenya and Tanzania 

should aim to avert conflict and misinterpretations by coordinating their foreign 

policies by mainstreaming stakeholder consultations.  

A study by Mulati (2019) set out to analyze the nature of Kenya China 

relations since independence to present. The aim of the study was to examine the 

defining factor of these relations from the independence period to present. The study 

area was Kenya and other African countries such as Zimbabwe, Sudan and Angola 

were used as cases of illustration to ground the paper’s argument. The study adopted 
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an explanatory case study research design and the sample included officials from the 

Ministry of foreign affairs, academicians and political analysts. The study findings 

revealed that Kenya China relations have been defined by prevailing political global 

trends. The study recommended on the need for Kenya to place measures in place 

that will assure transparency in dealings between the two countries. 

A study by Gaithaiya, Kinyau, Machuki and Keraro (2014), states that Kenya 

has been a recipient of Chinese assistance and bilateral support. The study therefore 

embarked to provide information on the various forms of assistance China has 

provided to Kenya through their bilateral relations. Another aim of the study was to 

also determine whether this assistance provided through concessional loans and 

foreign direct investments to Kenya was mutual or not. The study area was Kenya. 

The study adopted the survey research design and the sample size was 30 

respondents who were provided with questionnaires for the study. The study findings 

revealed that the foreign direct investment by the Chinese to Kenya has served to 

catalyze Kenya’s economic growth through employment, capital development and 

capital supply. The study recommended that Kenya should provide China with the 

right investment environment and that foreign direct investments by Chinese 

companies should be encouraged.  

Conceptual Framework 

This section portrays the relationship between the independent variable, 

dependent variable and the intervening variable and their presumed linkage with one 

another for easier understanding and comprehension of the research phenomenon. 

Thus, the independent variable is the Kenya’s Foreign Policy while the dependent 

variable is Chinese Infrastructural development in Kenya. The intervening variables 
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are; looking East, geo-politics, geo-strategic influence, historical affinity, Standard 

Gauge Railway and Thika Superhighway. 

The conceptual framework is illustrated in Figure 2.1. 

         Independent variable                                                             Dependent variable 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Intervening Variables 

Figure 2.2: Conceptual Framework 
Source: Author (2021) 

The above conceptual framework illustration portrays on how the variables in 

this study co-relate and interact. It emphasizes on the reasons why the research topic 

is worth studying as well as the suppositions of the researcher and the approach 

(Evans, 2007). Chinese infrastructural development in Kenya is the dependent 

variable. This is greatly dependent on Kenya’s Foreign policy which is the 

independent variable. While the intervening variable are; looking east, geopolitics, 

geostrategic influence, historical affinity, Standard Gauge Railway and Thika 

superhighway. 
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Summary 

 

In this chapter the study reviewed the Kenya’s foreign policy towards Chinese 

infrastructural development, 2002-2019 globally, regionally and locally. The realism 

theory and liberalism theory were used as significant theories for the study. The 

general literature reviewed captured extensively literature on foreign policy and 

Chinese infrastructural development respectively. The empirical literature captured 

studies that have been conducted on Kenya’s foreign policy, China’s foreign policy, 

China’s foreign policy towards Africa, Kenya-China relations and Chinese 

infrastructural development in Kenya. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

Introduction 

This chapter describes the study’s research methodology. It explains the type 

of research methods and the reasons for choice of the type of design. The chapter also 

discusses the target population, sample size, and sampling methods. Data collection 

instruments, procedures and data analysis as well as ethical considerations are also 

examined. 

Research Design 

Research design provides the techniques which are employed by the 

researcher in finding the suitability of data collection methods and providing answers 

to the research study. According to De Vaus (2006), research design indicates the 

general strategy that one chooses to incorporate in a study. Therefore the design 

chosen has to be rational and coherent; to ensure that the research problem is 

efficiently addressed. 

This study adopted qualitative research method. Qualitative research attempts 

to investigate the connection between categories that are prone to modifications in 

the research process. It is used in the pursuit of the understanding of different 

viewpoints and insights (Braun & Clarke, 2006). This research approach was 

employed in order to understand the cause effect of foreign policy relations between 

Kenya and China and how it is perceived. Qualitative research approach was chosen 
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over quantitative research design because it provided a more factual and descriptive 

information suitable for the study (Johnson & Christensen, 2012). 

The research utilized the case study approach in order to restrict itself to the 

foreign policy relations between Kenya and China and hence achieve the study’s 

objectives. Moreover, qualitative research design offers an in-depth analysis of a 

particular situation and is vital in examining trends on how they occurred and why 

they occurred (Patton, 1990). The central sources of data as well as information were 

obtained from primary sources which includes interviews: telephone interviews, 

online interviews and in-person interviews and secondary sources which includes text 

books, journals, biographies, newspapers and dissertations. 

Population 

Population refers to the group of people under study (Mugenda & Mugenda, 

2003). Population is also termed as the similarity of features of groups, institutions or 

individuals that are under the study. The population of the study consisted of the key 

officials in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA), foreign policy scholars and 

government representatives. Interviewees were chosen from the selected population 

because of their level of expertise, information and knowledge they possess, which 

was sought by the researcher. 

Study Site 

The study site refers to the relevant area where the research was carried out. 

The target population describes the subject under study. This may include; events, 

conditions, individuals, organizations or groups (Welman & Kruger, 2000). The 

study site of the research is Kenya. According to the Kenya Investment Authority 
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(2011), Chinese investors view Kenya as an ideal investment location (war free 

country) to partner with in development.  

Nairobi was chosen as the central location to carry out this study because it is 

where all the relevant offices for information related to this research are located 

including the Ministry of foreign affairs offices located in Old Treasury building-

Harambee Avenue, Parliament of Kenya Building in Harambee Avenue and the 

Kenya National Archives on Tom Mboya Street. The data collected at the Ministry of 

Foreign affairs and the Parliament was through interviews. Interview data is vital in 

understanding the research participant’s knowledge and opinion on the subject and 

hence answer the research questions (Legard, Keegan & Ward, 2003). Data collected 

from the Kenya National archives was textual in nature, from pre-existing records.  

Target Population 

The study targeted respondents who had expert knowledge on Kenya-China 

foreign policy undertakings. The target population of the study was 20 participants 

including 6 officials working in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 6 government 

representatives and 8 foreign policy scholars. 

Sample Size 

Sample size generally refers to the number of participants/population under 

study from which data is collected (Whitehead & Whitehead 2020). This population 

is representative of the target population. Sample size also includes observations 

included in the study. According to Sandelowoski (1996), for qualitative research 

type, the sample sizes are usually small in order to support the depth of case oriented 

analysis.  
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In this study, sample size was determined using the principal of data 

saturation. According to O’reilly & Parker (2013), data saturation is reached when 

there is enough information to replicate the study, and when the ability to obtain 

additional new information has been attained. The sources of data for this research 

were a total of 20 people drawn from officials in the ministry of foreign affairs 

(MOFA), government representatives from parliament and foreign policy scholars. 

These comprised the primary sample for this study.  

Sampling Technique 

Sampling techniques refers to a precise method in which samples of a study 

have been selected. It is the techniques which are used to draw samples from the 

subjects under study. It is also the process used to extract a representative unit from 

the population (Alvi, 2016). The sample for this study was drawn through purposive 

sampling technique. Purposive sampling technique entails collection of information 

from a select group of participants or individuals who are deemed to be 

knowledgeable about the research under study (Creswell & Clark, 2011).  

This technique was used in the selection of state agency in the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, the Kenyan Parliament and the Kenya National Archives. The 

method for the selection of participant’s identification was related to their role as 

well as their work experience in their relevant organizations.  

Data Collection Instruments 

Data collection instruments are the tools used to collect the data used in the 

study (Creswell, 2003). The study utilized both primary data and secondary data. 

Data collection entailed visiting the premises of the targeted respondents where 
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interviews were conducted. Other interviews were also conducted via online video 

platforms (zoom). 

The instruments for data collection used in the study include: documents 

archived, face to face interviews and online interviews with government 

representatives, foreign policy scholars and officials in the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs. The type of interview conducted was semi-structured interviews. Semi-

structured interview was used on the participants of the research as it follows an 

interview protocol which is flexible and therefore allows the researcher to probe 

further in order to obtain additional information in regards to the study (Bryman, 

2008). Additionally, the secondary data utilized in the study included; text books, 

newspapers, journals, electronic sources such as websites, published studies and 

archived documents. 

Data Collection Procedures 

Before collecting data, the researcher sought a permit from Daystar 

University Ethics Review Board (DUERB) approval as well as the National 

Commission for Science and Technology (NACOSTI) permit for data collection. 

After receiving the approvals, the researcher then got consents from respondents in 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, diplomats and foreign policy scholars to provide 

more information in regards to the topic under study. Once the study participants 

were identified, the purpose of the study was clarified to them in detail. The 

researcher then proceeded to make appointments with the participants selected for the 

interviews. 
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Pretesting 

Pretesting is also referred to as pilot study (Kothari, 2004). This is a stage in 

research whereby a trial run is conducted in order to prepare for the final study. In 

this study, pretesting helped the researcher evaluate on the framing of the questions 

for the interview; in order to determine areas for revision where necessary. 

The researcher administered five interviews to scholars of diplomacy studies 

at Daystar University. These five respondents were chosen on the basis of their 

academic specialization. Pretesting conducted among the five respondents assisted in 

determining the suitability of the interview guide, as well as establishing its validity 

and reliability. 

Reliability and Validity 

Reliability and validity are models which are used to evaluate the quality of 

research undertaken. Reliability refers to the consistency of a study and stability of a 

measure, in this case- the consistency of the research instruments in producing strong 

correlated results (Sekaran and Bougie, 2012). Conversely, validity is about the 

accuracy of a measure- it infers to how well a test measures what it is supposed to 

measure (Altheide & Johnson, 1994). A research instrument is therefore said to be 

dependable if it produces similar results consistently.  

For the purposes of this study, the research instrument is an interview 

schedule. In this study, the questions posed on the interview guide covered all the 

objectives related to the study. The interview guide was pretested and revised where 

necessary to make sure that it covered all the objectives of the study. It was hence 

found to be reliable because it produced similar results. The interviewees understood 
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the questions posed and provided relevant responses. Therefore, the research 

instrument can be termed as having achieved its intended purpose. 

Data Analysis Plan 

Data analysis in regards to this study was used to achieve the objectives set 

out in the research questions. Data for this study is qualitative in nature therefore it 

utilized content analysis, thematic analysis and narrative analysis.  

Content analysis entails the collection of data from a set of texts (Hsieh & 

Shannon, 2005). These texts could either be visual texts, verbal texts or written texts. 

For the purposes of this study, data included information obtained from newspapers, 

textbooks, journals, internet sources and interviews. Content analysis was also used 

in the study to analyze the responses from the interviewees. Since the study is 

qualitative in nature, content analysis helped the researcher in the analysis of the texts 

in order to achieve depth of information and to gain more qualitative understanding 

of foreign policy issues related to the study. 

According to Braun and Clarke (2006), thematic analysis entails the 

measurement of qualitative data by analyzing and reporting patterns within data. The 

study reported patterns within the data. For the purposes of this study, data that 

relates to common themes of the study were examined in order to identify repetitive 

patterns in terms of ideas or topics. Thematic analysis is also a good tool for analysis 

of the opinions and views received from the interviews conducted in the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs. Repetitive patterns as well as themes were identified from the 

different publications used in the study.  

Narrative analysis entails the analysis of stories, interviews, journals, texts 

and other literature related to the research. The purpose for the analysis is for 
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meaningful interpretation of the research in order to draw conclusions (Bruner, 

1990). For the purposes of this study, narrative analysis enabled a deeper 

understanding of the political practices that have had an influence on the relations 

between Kenya and China. 

Ethical Considerations 

Ethical considerations are aspects which are found in all types of research 

work. This study considered and adopted several ethical concerns:  

First, is confidentiality and anonymity of the participants where the study 

participants were assured of confidentiality in regards to their responses. The 

participants were also informed that they were not obligated to contribute to the study 

and that it was purely voluntary.  

Secondly, the researcher sought and acquired ethical approvals including 

getting permits from the university’s Ethics Review Board (ERB) and from National 

Council of Science, Technology and Innovation (NACOSTI).  

Thirdly, the researcher maintained honesty and integrity throughout the study 

period. The research was conducted in an ethical and proficient manner by 

maintaining honesty in regards to the information provided in the study. 

Lastly, plagiarism and falsification of data was also a key consideration in this 

study. Plagiarism according to Mitcham; author of the Encyclopedia of Science, 

Technology and Ethics (2005) refers to the unreferenced use of other author’s ideas, 

graphic images and publications. The researcher dealt with this ethical issue by 

making sure all sources of information are referenced accordingly and cited 

appropriately. The researcher was also vigilant on data provided in the study in order 

to avoid falsification of information. 
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Summary 

The chapter discusses research methodology that has been used in this study. 

Areas covered include the research design, the study population, sample size and 

sampling methods, data collection instrument and procedures, the data analysis plan, 

pretesting of the data collection instrument, reliability and validity of data collection 

instrument, and the ethical considerations that guided this study. The next chapter 

delves into the data presentation, analysis, and interpretation.  
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 CHAPTER FOUR 

 DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 

 

Introduction 

This chapter deals with presentation, analysis and interpretation of the study’s 

findings. Data collected for the study was qualitative and derived from semi-

structured interviews, journals, articles, books and newspapers and were analyzed 

through methods such as content analysis, thematic analysis and narrative analysis. 

Content analysis entailed analysis of information obtained from newspapers, 

textbooks, journals, internet sources and interviews. Interviews were done with 

Ministry of foreign affairs (MOFA) officials, government representatives from 

Parliament and foreign policy scholars. The researcher paraphrased the responses and 

quoted the respondents directly under various categories. Presentation and 

interpretation of the data was based on the research objectives. 

Response Rate 

This research used interviews as a source of primary data and documents such 

as text books, newspapers, and journals, electronic sources such as websites, 

published studies and archived documents. This was in order to support and get better 

explanation of the research questions. Twenty respondents were targeted. 8 

respondents were officials working in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 6 were 

government officials from the parliament of Kenya and 6 were foreign policy 

research scholars. The researcher managed to get all interview respondents hence the 

response rate was 100%. Purposive sampling technique was used in respondent 

selection and this entailed the collection of information from a select group of 
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participants or individuals who were deemed knowledgeable about the research under 

study (Creswell & Clark, 2011). 

Presentation, Analysis and Interpretation 

The Nature and Development of Kenya’s Foreign Policy Relations towards China. 

The study sought to understand ways in which Kenya’s foreign policy 

relations with China have developed and advanced from the independence era to 

present. Therefore, this section examines the eras of different presidents in an attempt 

to establish the state relations between Kenya and China since independence. The 

presidency of the late Jomo Kenyatta, the late Daniel Arap Moi, Mwai Kibaki and 

Uhuru Kenyatta were examined.  Although some scholars assume that Kenya-China 

relations began during the pre-colonial era, the focus of this study was on the post-

colonial diplomatic relations which commenced at the attainment of Kenya’s 

independence from the British colonial rule.  

Kenya-China Relation in the regime of Jomo Kenyatta (1963-1978) 

Kenya and China relations began in the 1950s prior to Kenya gaining its 

independence in 1963 (Hashil, 2019). Kenya’s foreign policy from independence to 

date has been characterized by both continuity as well as change. Kenya exported 

raw commodities to China throughout the 1950s and early 1960s. These commodities 

include: pyrethrum, cotton, and sisal and Kenya equally imported metals from China 

(Mwengei, 2012).  

The trade was seen as a pre-cursor of Kenya’s economic ventures with China. 

China further developed economic ties with Kenya over the years. Ties between 

Kenya and China were formalized in December 1963, following the opening of a 

Chinese Embassy in Nairobi which enhanced the diplomatic relations between the 
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two countries (Munda, 2018). The Initial stages of Kenya’s bilateral relations with 

China during the Jomo Kenyatta regime in 1964 was on issues such as: corporation in 

oil exploration, Anti-piracy Corporation, as well as roads and Bridges Corporation 

(Chege 2008). 

There arose political dissonance thereafter in 1965 due to ideological impasse. 

This can be attributed to the political differences of ideologies between Jaramogi 

Odinga the then Vice President who was inclined to socialism while President Jomo 

Kenyatta favoured Capitalism (Atwood, 1967).  

President Jomo Kenyatta’s foreign policy was observed to be geared towards 

support of decolonization of African countries as well as the principle of non-

interference (Mwangi, 2016). Jaramogi Odinga later went ahead to Beijing with the 

aim of spearheading talks on how to free South Africa from apartheid.  

The Chinese government in conjunction with Kenya’s ministry of finance-

initiated talks in regards to Kenya and China’s economic relations (Robinson & 

Shambaugh, 1995). Ideological rifts hindered the progress of the agreements made in 

regards to Kenya China economic relations. These rifts were caused by doubts that 

President Jomo Kenyatta had of the Chinese intentions. President Jomo Kenyatta 

wanted to intensify co-operation with the western counterparts which included 

countries in Western Europe, Britain and The United States of America (Gertzel, 

1967).  

Jaramogi Odinga on the other hand wanted to align with countries in the 

Eastern bloc which included Soviet Union and China (Er & Jain, 2020).  Odinga’s 

group also tended to favour socialism as opposed to a mixed type of economy which 

was favoured by President Jomo Kenyatta. Owing to the disunity in the cabinet, the 
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dealings between China and Kenya continued to be strained further. Relations 

between Kenya and China further deteriorated in the year 1965 and 1966 

(Benabdallah, 2020).  

The imminent divisions in the left wing and right wing of the ruling party-

KANU intensified (Gertzel, 1968). A diplomatic spat occurred in 1967 as a result 

that saw the diplomatic representative from China expelled from Kenya and China 

did the same to Kenya’s diplomatic representative in China (Robinson & 

Shambaugh, 1995).  As a result of the deterioration, Kenya’s diplomatic relations 

with China took a downward spiral. In 1967, the relations between Kenya and China 

were entirely severed and this lasted for 11 years. The relationship was however 

revived after the death of Mao Zedong in 1976 and President Jomo Kenyatta in 1978, 

(Chege, 2010). 

Kenya-China Relation during the regime of Daniel Moi (1978-2002). 

Prior to President Daniel Arap Moi’s regime beginning 1978, Moi had 

accused China of organizing a revolution in the 1960s. Therefore, Moi did not fully 

trust the intentions of China in Kenya. In the later years however, Moi acknowledged 

his admiration of the orderliness, cleanliness and modernization in China (Kioko, 

2011). As a result, President Moi reached out to China with an intent of fostering ties, 

and he focused majorly on diversifying the sources of Kenya’s external development 

funds. As a follow up, President Moi visited China severally and this opened room 

for further negotiations and diplomatic relations which resulted in low key technical 

exchanges (Munda, 2018).  

Besides partnering with Kenya as a donor of development funds, China also 

pursued benefits that were of mutual trade and cooperation. Being a developing 

Daystar University Repository

Library Archives Copy



 

53 
 

country with a high rate of modernization and moving from communism to global 

competitive production, China could learn a lot from Kenya in sectors such as 

agriculture and tourism where Kenya had registered tremendous success (Kioko, 

2011). By the year 1980, the two nations had signed two agreements whereby the 

first agreement focused on technological and economic cooperation.  

The aforementioned agreement included projects like the Kasarani sports 

stadium which was built at a cost of Ksh. 930 million, whereby Kenya financed 48% 

of the cost and obtained 52% of the funds from China on loan with no interest 

(Chege, 2010). The first agreement also covered scholarships, cultural exchanges 

between the two countries, and the provision of assistance to universities and the 

military. The second agreement concerned the exchange of goods between the two 

countries (Alden & Oliveira, 2008). 

Under the economic cooperation grant, China also constructed a new teaching 

hospital at the then brand-new Moi University Eldoret, the Gambogi-Serem highway 

and building the faculty of Arts complex at Egerton University. China also 

committed itself to providing ten scholarships annually to Kenya and two-level 

military exchanges per year. In 1980, China requested Kenya to train Chinese 

students in tourism management at Utalii College in Nairobi (Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, 2014). 

In the 1990s, foreign diplomatic relations were affected by governance issues 

which created the need for democratic change. As a result, the economic situation in 

Kenya deteriorated which increased the need for economic assistance from other 

countries. Notably, the democratic changes strained relations between Kenya and 

Western countries such as Britain, the United States and the members of the 
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European Union. As a result, Kenya’s foreign aid assistance from these countries 

reduced, which forced Kenya to seek help from countries in the East (Gondi, 2018). 

In 2002 when president Moi left office, he had instituted frameworks which 

fostered the relations between Kenya and China and also diversified investment 

sources in Kenya. President Moi’s government had a bad human rights record with 

the Western governments such as France and Britain, which caused these countries to 

introduce conditional ties. However, China ignored these issues and focused on 

strengthening the economic relations with Kenya (Moore, 2018). 

It is noteworthy that despite his poor record in regards to human rights issues, 

President Daniel Moi maintained active ties with the UK through contracts signed 

from the time Kenya gained independence in 1963. As a result of the strong relations 

between Kenya and the West as an ally during the Cold War period, China was 

hindered from developing any close diplomatic relations with Kenya since her 

independence in 1963 (Kennedy, 2012). 

Kenya-China Relation in the regime of Mwai Kibaki (2002-2012) 

In December 2002, President Mwai Kibaki formed the NARC government 

and favored developing and enhancing strong ties with China. President Mwai Kibaki 

officially visited China in August 2005 together with other delegates from Kenya 

interested in trade and investment and met with President Hu Jintao and other 

officials in the Chinese government. In return, the Chinese president visited Kenya in 

April 28th 2006, where he held talks with President Mwai Kibaki. The two heads of 

state committed to foster mutually beneficial cooperative ties between the two 

countries and continued to improve their friendly cooperation (Gadzala, 2010).  
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Since then, Kenya has been a key friend of the Chinese in international 

matters on state sovereignty and the one China Policy (Mwengei, 2012). In addition, 

Mwengei also stated that the ‘One China Policy’ is the diplomatic acknowledgment 

that there is only one Chinese government. Under this policy, the United States (US) 

recognizes that it has formal ties with China and not Taiwan's island. For instance, 

Kenya sided with the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in a diplomatic competition 

between the China and the Taiwanese government in 2016. Mwengei further asserted 

that the Chinese government requested the Kenyan government to deport around 50 

Taiwanese fraud suspects to Mainland China, regardless of intense protests from 

Taiwan. 

During his tenure, President Mwai Kibaki signed an economic and technical 

agreement in which Kenya received a grant of Kshs 510 million from China. China 

also provided loans and grants occasionally which included projects such as the 

Northern Bypass Road which was approximated at Kshs 8.5 billion and the Eastern 

Bypass Road which was also approximated at Kshs 2.16 billion. Other agreements 

were also signed by President Kibaki which led to the construction of the Thika 

highway with eight traffic lanes, underpasses and flyovers to ease congestion on the 

road (Renwick, Gu & Gong, 2018). 

Similarly, during the regime of President Mwai Kibaki, barriers to China-

Kenya ties were removed. One such impediment was that only two major airlines; 

Ethiopian Airlines and South African Airlines, had direct flights to China. Notably, 

the then Kenyan ambassador to China negotiated an agreement that gave way for 

Kenya Airways to have direct flights to China (Kennedy, 2012).  
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Further, Kenya hosted a Chinese cultural festival in August 2005 for a whole 

week. The festival provided numerous opportunities for development and improved 

relations which also led to the establishment of a Chinese radio station in Nairobi. 

This further advanced Kenya’s foreign policy goal with China to improve the 

economic and bilateral ties in areas such as infrastructure, trade, the health sector, 

tourism and economic development (Kioko, 2011).  

Generally, Kioko (2011) asserts that during President Kibaki’s reign, China 

took over key infrastructure projects such as the construction of roads and other 

infrastructural projects, received permits to extract minerals and other resources, and 

signed numerous technological and service contracts which were previously 

preserved for companies from Western countries. 

Kenya-China Relation in Uhuru Kenyatta regime (2013-to date) 

When president Uhuru took over the presidency in 2013, it was assumed that 

he would adopt president Kibaki’s “look east” policy. The assumption was made 

based on the fragile relationship between Kenya and the Western countries due to the 

accusations of human rights violations leveled against President Uhuru and his 

Deputy William Ruto at the International Criminal Court (Sriram & Brown, 2012).  

According to Munene (2012), during President Uhuru Kenyatta and his 

Deputy William Ruto’s inauguration on 9th April 2013, the Chinese flag was the 

only pennant of a foreign nation outside Africa that occupied the flag stand. Also, 

China was represented by a high-level special envoy to the inauguration ceremony 

whereas only the ambassadors represented the western countries. Upon resuming 

office, President Uhuru Kenyatta reinforced the China-Kenya ties that had been 

initiated by President Kibaki’s government. His first state visit outside Africa was 

China which lasted 5days between August 19th to 23rd 2013 (Gondi, 2014).  
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In the year 2015, China declared an industrial cooperation between China and 

African countries and Kenya was one the pilot states to benefit from the cooperation. 

The Chinese President Xi Jinping further declared ten essential plans for cooperation 

from 2016 to 2019. The first three of the plans covered infrastructure, modernization 

in the agricultural practices and industrialization. These areas of cooperation were to 

be instituted through financial and political commitments by China (Wissenbach & 

Yuan, 2017).  

As a result of the strengthened ties with China, there have been increased 

Chinese companies' presence and investment in Kenya. Mabera (2016) notes that 

“there are more than 70 big Chinese companies operating business in Kenya.” Some 

examples of the Chinese companies are: China state construction engineering, Kenya 

China Organization, H. Young and CO (EA) Ltd, China Hyway group of companies. 

According to Kioko (2012), China has improved its involvement with Kenya 

in the infrastructural projects, for example through the construction of Mombasa-

Nairobi standard gauge railway. Through its public diplomacy strategy, China has 

also built Confucius learning centers in local universities including Kenyatta 

University, Moi University, and the University of Nairobi. These centers are 

educational in nature established as a joint collaboration between Kenya and China to 

promote the Chinese culture and language in Kenya. 

Other areas of aid facilitated by the Chinese government in Kenya comprise 

of the improvement of the Moi International Sports Centre Kasarani, the expansion 

of the Moi Teaching and Referral hospital in Uasin Gishu and the construction of a 

methane producing pit. Further, Kenya was recognized as a preferred tourist 

destination for Chinese nationals which resulted to the doubling of Chinese tourists to 
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Kenya (Kaplinsky, 2017). China has also established centers for Malaria control and 

prevention and also provided Chinese volunteers to train the local people in the 

prevention of Malaria. It is worth noting that the that monetary help received from 

the Chinese government is linked to the utilization of goods and services from China 

and the only compliance needed is the “One China” policy but not “good 

governance” aspect as a condition by the western donors (Hanauer, 2015). 

The notable similarities in regards to Kenya’s foreign policy relations with 

China during the Mwai Kibaki and Uhuru Kenyatta era is that they both continue to 

look and reinforce the looking East policy relations through partnerships in 

infrastructural development like the building of roads, and the standard gauge 

railway. This is captured very well by the article done by the Chinese ambassador on 

Tuesday April 23 2019, and posited in the embassy website stating that 

approximately 170 students from Kenya received scholarships to study in China in 

2018.  

Besides, 686 Kenyans had trained in China. Kenya also received over 81,000 

Chinese tourists. On the same month, Chinese enterprises picked 55 outstanding 

Kenyan employees and flew them to China for a one-week trip. He equally stated 

that the ties between Kenya and China occupied a higher stage with new 

development opportunities. However according to Munda (2018), the increase debt 

level which surpassed the $50 billion is a cause for concern as Kenya has been 

ranked as Africa's fifth most indebted country. There have also been accusations that 

China is utilizing “debt-trap diplomacy” to accomplish its foreign policy goal. 

 

 

Daystar University Repository

Library Archives Copy



 

59 
 

Similarities in regards to Kenya’s foreign policy relations with China during the 
Mwai Kibaki and Uhuru Kenyatta era 

 
The majority of respondents from the Ministry of foreign affairs, the 

Parliament and foreign scholars indicated that both relations continued to foster the 

Kenya-China relations and forged partnerships with China for infrastructural 

development including the building of Roads and railway.  

Respondent S/N 0011, an official from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

asserted that some of the similarities of President Mwai Kibaki and President Uhuru 

Kenyatta era were that there was a continuity of the looking east concept. This is 

portrayed by the continued partnership in infrastructural building. Respondent S/N 

0015, a government representative from parliament added that noticeable similarities 

within the two eras was that there is a continued growth of trade between Kenya and 

China in terms of imports and exports albeit the trade is still being imbalanced. 

Respondent S/N 0003, a research scholar indicated that the infrastructural 

initiatives initiated during the Mwai Kibaki regime like the building of roads i.e. 

Thika road are a continuation of China’s enhanced relationship are also seen during 

the Uhuru Kenyatta regime. Kibaki’s regime can thereby be credited with laying the 

ground work for Kenyatta’s government to improve on the roads initiatives. The 

respondent further stated that an indicator of infrastructural growth during President 

Uhuru Kenyatta’s era is the construction of the Standard Gauge Railway which has 

enhanced the transportation of goods and people between cities. 

Gadzala (2009) asserts that President Mwai Kibaki’s visit to China in 2005 

further enhanced the good diplomatic relations between Kenya and China. Notably, 

the visit facilitated the signing of an agreement which would provide grants for 

infrastructural development, support for the energy sector, extension of air services 
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between the two countries, the provision of technical assistance to asses and classify 

industrial products and the modernization of equipment in the Kenya Broadcasting 

Corporation which was owned by the state (Mwengei, 2013). 

Similarly, President Uhuru Kenyatta’s visit to China improved bilateral 

relations between China and Kenya. The official trip led to the signing of bilateral 

agreements and it facilitated meetings between President Uhuru Kenyatta and the 

state officials in China and other investors (Ongiri, 2013). The Chinese Prime 

Minister Li Keqiang also visited Kenya in 2014. As a result, President Uhuru and the 

Chinese Prime minister signed 17 agreements to boost the economy of Kenya in the 

sectors such as health, security and the tourism sector (Ongiri, 2013). It also led to 

the inception of the standard gauge railway (SGR), with an approximate cost of Ksh 

327 billion whereby 85% of the project was funded by the Chinese government. In 

overall, the two regimes continued to focus and foster the look east relations, there 

were partnerships on infrastructural development and China expressed its readiness 

to invest more in Kenya (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2014) 

Differences in foreign policy relations during President Mwai Kibaki and President 
Uhuru Kenyatta era. 
 

Respondents from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, The Parliament and 

foreign policy scholars were also tasked with giving the differences in foreign policy 

relations during President Mwai Kibaki and President Uhuru Kenyatta era. 

Respondent S/N 006, a diplomat from the Ministry of Foreign affairs stated that in as 

much as both presidents worked to improve on transport infrastructure, this has in 

turn led to more debt burden for the country. The responded further asserted that 

Kenya’s financial situation is worse off during the Kenyatta regime as compared to 
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the Kibaki regime. Respondent S/N 0015 a government representative from 

Parliament stated that Kenya’s mounting public debt is pulling down the country. 

President Mwai Kibaki balanced foreign relations with other global powers in 

the west including the United States of America and Britain. According to Branch 

(2011), the traditional donors had blacklisted Moi’s government from receiving 

foreign aid; however, after Kibaki took office in 2002, the NARC government 

received support from the Western donors. President Kibaki also visited the United 

States and Britain and also made official visits to China and Japan shortly after taking 

over the leadership. However, his decision to visit the East caught the attention of the 

diplomats and investors from the West who did not consider the East as main 

economic trading partners (New York Times, 24th January, 2008). 

Further, there were increased diplomatic ties with China characterized by the 

president’s frequent visits to China and the export of raw materials to China which 

strengthened trade relations and contributed to the diversification of exports. It can be 

stated that between President Uhuru and Kibaki’s regimes, the China-Kenya 

relationship has been at its finest in history during the reign of president Uhuru. 

President Xi Jinping and President Kenyatta have strengthened China-Kenya 

relations into Comprehensive Strategic Cooperative Partnership (Adem, 2016).  

Institutional Actors in Kenya’s Foreign Policy Formulation and Implementation 

In regard to the question on the institutional actors in the formulation and 

implementation of Kenya’s foreign policy, Respondent S/N 0017, a senior 

parliamentary clerk of the National Assembly of Kenya indicated that the main actors 

were the President, the cabinet secretary, Ministry of foreign affairs and Parliament. 

This is consistent with Gondi (2019) who indicated that Kenya’s foreign policy is 
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shaped and directed by the president through the cabinet secretary for foreign affairs 

and parliament. Respondent S/N 0017 further asserted that the president has the final 

authority on the formulation and implementation of the foreign policy since he has 

the overall mandate and authority to appoint the cabinet secretaries. The President is 

therefore the chief foreign policy shaper. 

Impact of Chinese Infrastructural Development Initiatives on the Economic 
Development of Kenya 

The researcher sought to find out the impact of Chinese infrastructural 

development initiatives on the economic development in Kenya.  

 Respondent S/N 0016 a parliamentary official from Kenya stated that; 

‘‘Infrastructure is considered to be the backbone of economic development 
since it facilitates virtually all forms of economic engagement. China's 
activities in Kenya have largely been reflected in the domain of 
infrastructure development in terms of roads, ports, and also railways. 
These infrastructure projects have been quite key in opening up the 
different sections of the country that they cover. It is clear that through 
implementation of these projects, there is economic opening up since 
people like small scale traders can jumpstart their businesses and 
operate.’’ 
 

Respondent S/N 003 a research scholar indicated that the infrastructural 

projects run by China have improved the infrastructural development in the country 

and heightened the investor confidence in Kenya due to the ease of travel. 

Similarly, Respondent S/N 006, a Diplomat from the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs Kenya stated that ‘‘The youths in Kenya have obtained essential skills and 

secured employment courtesy of projects funded and managed by the Chinese such as 

the Standard Gauge Railway”. Respondent S/N 0020, from the foreign relations 

section of the National Assembly of Kenya stated that knowledge and talent transfer 

has emerged as a distinguishing aspect of Chinese infrastructure projects. He went on 

to say that; local populations have benefited from contemporary infrastructure 

Daystar University Repository

Library Archives Copy



 

63 
 

improvements funded by China as well, owing to lower travel costs and the opening 

up of the hinterland.  

Further, Respondent S/N 005, a research scholar indicated that “the SGR 

project has transformed rural livelihoods through growth of small businesses as the 

value of ancestral land has gone up since the construction due to SGR construction.” 

Respondent S/N 005 further added that the JKIA to James Gichuru, the expressway 

will be the first of the new roads in Nairobi initiated by a Chinese company. As a 

result, the road is intended to improve traffic flow on the congested Mombasa 

highway as part of the government's continuous efforts to decongest major roads in 

Nairobi. 

 Respondent S/N 001, a research scholar stated that the foreign direct 

investment has an impact of boosting economic growth. The respondent further went 

on to add that this is because when foreign companies set up their operations in the 

country, jobs opportunities are created for the local people. Respondent S/N 0014, a 

ministry of foreign affairs official in Kenya stated that with local production of 

goods, it means that the cost of transportation is reduced and it makes products 

affordable. She further added that the investment rating of the country is improved. 

She concluded by stating that the implication of foreign firms setting up base in the 

country means that the investment ecosystem is very attractive to international 

investors.  

The dynamics of the economic relations between China and Kenya have 

intricate aspects which have both direct and indirect economic consequences. In 

terms of creating employment opportunities, Mohammad (2020) noted that the 

Chinese businesses have created employment opportunities for the locals due to the 
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infrastructural projects such as the construction of roads and the building of railways 

and ports. Philip Mainga, the managing director of Kenya Railways Corporation 

stated that the China government’s great contribution in expanding and upgrading the 

transport infrastructure in Kenya has eased travel and led to employment 

opportunities. He singled out the phase one of the Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) 

project for ensuring there is seamless movement of people and cargo between the 

port city of Mombasa and the capital, Nairobi (Gondi, 2014). 

Rosenberg (2013) also asserts that, China has facilitated major infrastructural 

projects in Kenya which enhance the economy of Kenya and enables the country to 

compete regionally and globally. Roads, railways, power grids, ports etc. are being 

built at a speed never before imagined. These projects not only provide Kenyans with 

a leading source of employment, but the construction of infrastructure at an 

affordable price (Kwinga, 2020). 

According to the former Chinese ambassador to Kenya Wu Pen, the SGR 

project has driven Kenya's economic growth by 1.5% and created 46,000 jobs for 

local residents and opportunities for local entrepreneurs who supplied construction 

materials like cement, steel and sand.  He further stated that since its launch in May 

2017, with an average booking rate of 99 percent, over 2.77 million passengers have 

travelled by the SGR, and around 4.2 million tons of goods have been transported 

(Mwengei, 2012). 

Similarly, Kenyan investors have praised the infrastructural projects built by 

the Chinese stating that these projects have facilitated the growth of the Kenyan 

economy and increased Kenya’s attractiveness as an investment destination 

(Mohammed, 2020).  
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Ongiri (2013) also observes that the scale of Chinese economic investments in 

Kenya has seen an increase in China-Kenya relationships. China and Kenya have 

deepened mutual political trust and expanded cooperation over the years, pushing 

their relations to the level of a comprehensive strategic cooperative partnership.   

Chinese FDI also facilitates the possibility of technology transfer and the 

upgrade of the local business entities; as a result, the local business enterprises in 

Kenya are also upgraded to compete in the global market. This is likely to make local 

businesses competitive for the international markets (Turnock, 2017).  

Initially, the Kenyan companies such as those in the Export Processing Zone 

(EPZ) had recruited casual workers with no experience in garment making who were 

only trained in the factories (Fukunishi, 2012). However, following the Kenya China 

relations, more training opportunities have been provided for the workers to improve 

their skills. As a result, the EPZ companies no longer compete with the local firms. 

Some former EPZ employees also establish their own garment making businesses 

with the training obtained from these companies which also improves the country’s 

economy.  

The imports from China to Kenya also include machinery, agricultural 

equipment and other machines that improve industrial production. As a result, Kenya 

has an opportunity to advance the production processes which are essential in 

meeting the social development goals (Shelton, 2016). 

The positive effects are also evident in the government projects. Previously, 

inefficiencies characterized government construction projects in Kenya. Similarly, 

Nyongo, (2007) asserts that these projects took longer than scheduled due to shoddy 

work, corruption and postponement. Respondent S/N 004 who is a research scholar 
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on China Kenya relations stated that most Kenyans are happy with the efficiency of 

the Chinese in working and delivering project activities such as the construction of 

roads and buildings in Kenya. She further added that; compared to projects 

implemented by the Kenyan contractors, the Chinese companies demonstrate how 

projects can be delivered efficiently and affordably. She concluded by stating that it 

is through this that China has earned trust from Kenyans and this contributes towards 

creating conducive business environment that spurs Kenya’s economic growth. 

Respondent S/N 004 asserts that: 

‘‘Chinese infrastructure projects also produce quality work, enhance 
competitiveness, and encourage discipline to deliver within deadlines, 
which has helped Kenya achieve its infrastructure development goals. For 
example, Kenya inaugurated a $3.2 billion railway, funded by China that 
links the Nairobi to Mombasa's port (Mohammed, 2020).’’ 
 

The infrastructure developments have improved the economic ties between 

the two countries. For instance, Kenya Airways was granted landing rights in several 

cities in China, which has increased the arrivals of Chinese tourists to Kenya (Wang 

& Zhou, 2014). This initiative has also boosted the Kenyan economy by increasing 

the revenue in the tourism sector as the leading earner in foreign exchange. 

Moreover, these operations have facilitated the free movement of Chinese business 

people to Kenya, leading to increased FDI in Kenya from China (Mohammed, 2020). 

Further, due to the improved ties between Kenya and China, Kenya imports 

products with reduced prices compared to the products obtained from the US and 

Europe. As a result of the cheaper imports, the Kenyan consumer can easily purchase 

the affordable which were inaccessible in the past (Plummer, 2019). China also 

produces cheap cell phones which has improved the communication between 

Kenyans. Along with low-cost electronics and cell phones, Chinese automobiles and 
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auto mobile spare parts have dominated the roadways, contributing to Kenyans' 

economic prosperity (Munda, 2018). 

The infrastructure projects for example the SGR have also improved Kenya’s 

gross domestic product to 6.5% (Rotberg, 2009). The new Nairobi-Mombasa 

standard gauge railway has also increased the volumes of freight and cargo from the 

port of Mombasa due to the reduced transportation time and ease of clearing the 

cargo which is improving the economic activity in the country (Kwinga, 2020).  In 

the past, it would take approximately 12 hours to transport cargo on the old British 

Railway but the SGR only takes an average of 5 hours. Therefore, businesses in 

Kenya are saving time and money, which boost the growth of the economy. The 

passengers also enjoy faster, safer and cheaper transportation from Nairobi to 

Mombasa; and the increased preference of rail transport over road also reduces the 

wear and tear on the roadways in the long term (Kacungira, 2017). 

Similarly, the infrastructure development including roads and ports and 

railways has facilitated the ease of transportation of goods from the rural to urban 

areas. Consequently, the export of goods has enhanced the activities in the private 

sector by reducing the cost of production and transportation. There is also an 

immense expansion in the access to new markets which is presenting new production 

opportunities and trade; hence improvements in trade and in connectivity of trade 

routes (Kandiero 2016). 

Trade between China and Kenya 

Respondents from the Ministry of foreign affairs, government representatives 

from Parliament and foreign policy scholars were also required to state whether trade 

between China and Kenya is balanced. Respondent S/N 0012 an official from the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that; “China has a massive economy compared to 
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Kenya, and that in 2020 alone, Kenya exported goods only worth 139 million 

shillings to China, while Kenya imported goods were valued at $5.4 billion.’’ She 

also observed that this figure was 30 times higher than what Kenya is able to export 

to China. Respondent S/N 0012 further asserted that 30 fold is a huge trade 

imbalance.  

The analysis of trade relations between China and Kenya also indicates a 

growing deficit in favor of China. According to Zafar (2007), there exists a huge 

trade imbalance between Kenya and China with China exporting thirty times more 

goods than they are importing from Kenya. 

On whether this trade imbalance can be closed, Respondent S/N 0017, a 

senior parliamentary official stated that; it can certainly be closed. According to the 

official, he had information that the government had launched quite a number of 

initiatives towards closing these trade imbalances. One of them was that China and 

Kenya in 2018 signed a phytosanitary agreement that would allow petrol and 

avocados produced from Kenya to access the Chinese market. He asserted that Kenya 

can also do more in pushing for lower trade tariffs that are making canned goods 

non-competitive and expensive to export to China. According to Respondent S/N 

0017, as of now the trading is quite unbalanced and hugely in favor of China. 

Respondent S/N 003, a research scholar stated that; through bilateral trade 

Agreement, China needs to expand its businesses to Kenya through the increase of 

imports from Kenya, participate in the exploration of resources and expand 

cooperation in the agriculture and processing industries.  

Respondent S/N 006, a Diplomat from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Kenya 

indicated that; the Chinese government also established a special fund to facilitate the 
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import of Kenyan products to China such as coffee beans, avocados, black tea, rose 

seeds and sisal that can work towards closing the trade imbalance. 

Impact of influx of commodities from China on Kenyan industries 

On being asked to state whether the influx of commodities from China 

impacts Kenyan industries, Respondent S/N 0015, a government representative from 

The Parliament of Kenya stated that; “The impacts can be considered both as both 

positive and negative. Positively, the influx of China commodities has allowed 

Kenyans to access products that it cannot locally produce, for example Chinese 

smartphones, smartphones.” Respondent S/N 0015 further added that the influx of 

Chinese commodities encourages competition since anybody wishing to go into 

manufacturing in Kenya has to factor in the competitive advantage that foreign firms 

like the Chinese firms offer.  

Additionally, Respondent S/N 0015 stated that quality is a priority for anyone 

who's going into manufacturing due to global competition. On the negative aspect, 

Respondent S/N 0015 stated that Kenyan companies cannot effectively compete 

since Chinese firms generally tend to have a huge competitive advantage as they can 

mass produce at lower costs. Hence this makes it impossible for local firms to 

compete effectively (Respondent S/N 0015). 

Chan (2007) also stated that the local market is saturated with counterfeit 

goods and factory-rejects which negatively impact the Kenyan economy. Therefore, 

the Kenyan government should address the issue and ensure that only high-quality 

products are exported to Kenya. Chan further advised that Kenya should emulate 

Nigeria’s response to a similar issue of counterfeit goods which led to the signing of 

an agreement between China and Nigeria requiring Chinese exports to comply with 
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the provisions of the Nigerian Industrial Standards Act. Hence, if this is achieved, the 

influx of sub-standard goods will be curtailed. The government will also need to do 

follow ups through constant supervision to ensure that China complies with the 

agreement. 

Zafar (2007) on his part indicated that Chinese companies tend to rely on their 

low-cost labor and do not focus on educating and training the African workers. As a 

result, this business model adopted by Chinese firms negatively affects the growth of 

the local job market. Therefore, plenty of educated Kenyans and locally skilled 

citizens who could work in these firms are left without jobs and are forced to migrate 

to other countries to utilize their skills and education, which negatively affects 

employment industry in Kenya.  

Respondent S/N 005 a research scholar stated that the main disadvantage of 

the entry of the Chinese firms in the local market is that the local manufacturing 

companies and small business entities cannot compete with the cheap Chinese 

products due to the high production costs in the local industry. Respondent S/N 005 

further asserted that average buyers in Kenya prefer the cheap goods which meet 

their needs compared to highly priced goods. He went on to state that; cheap products 

from China are easily accessible and affordable and are beneficial to the buyer, 

however, the business owner in Kenya faces immense competition from the Chinese 

firms hence are being pushed out of business. 

Respondent S/N 0011 from the Ministry of Foreign affairs Kenya also 

indicated that; the cheap goods from China also affect the availability of job 

opportunities for Kenyans in the manufacturing industry. The respondent further 
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added that the business owners in Kenya would propose that the flow of imports is 

controlled by the government and the imported goods are taxed.  

According to the head of African Cotton Textile and Textile Industries 

Federation-Mr. Emmanuel Mukua, government policies should also be blamed for 

not creating a conducive economic environment; to foster fair competition for the 

local textile industries and the Chinese companies on the pricing of the products. He 

advised that the Chinese garlic for example should be highly taxed so that the 

Kenyan farmer can gain an advantage in the local market (Mohammed, 2020). 

Kioko (2011) notes that the influx of Chinese goods to Kenya has had mixed 

outcomes. On one hand, the low-priced Chinese products have reduced the 

monopolistic power of the local firms. On the other hand, employees and companies 

are negatively affected by the availability of cheap products. Therefore, these effects 

directly affect the economy by creating both gains and losses. A 2018 study carried 

out by Ipsos Synovate indicated that most Kenyan citizens have an unfavorable view 

of China due to the threats posed by their cheap goods, for fear which increase the 

loss of jobs and increase the rates of corruption (Ipsos Synovate, 2018). The study 

further indicated that 38% of Kenyans believe that Kenya’s relationship with China 

has led to job losses. The increase of imports and availability of cheap goods has led 

to increased competition where local manufacturers operate at a loss and ultimately 

lead to the collapsing of many local businesses and companies collapsing since they 

cannot measure up to the competition.  

Chinese Loans to Kenya and Democracy in Kenya 

In regard to whether Chinese loans to Kenya have an impact on democracy, 

Respondent S/N 0012 who is an official from the ministry of foreign Affairs stated 
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that; “With continued borrowing from China, the public debt has gone up and this 

means that the Kenyan government will continue spending more money servicing this 

loan than in development.”  

The official further said that the end result of democracy is to allow people to 

enjoy better lives and therefore with the economic development in form of 

infrastructure resulting from the loans, it means that the loans are good for our 

democracy, it is good for development outcomes which democracy pursues. The 

official however stated that when the public debt grows bigger than the development 

expenditure for the country, it impedes the idea of democracy. Additionally, she also 

stated that the issue of Chinese development cooperation with Kenya has been 

politicized. Respondent S/N 0012 also observed that; that kind of rhetoric or political 

weaponization of economic oppression can have an impact on democracy. 

According to Baah and Jauch (2009), the accumulation of high and 

unsustainable debt is perhaps the most damaging issue to the economic growth and 

political independence of Kenya. With Kenya having high need and affinity for 

infrastructure development and China being a willing creditor on concessionary 

terms, it could create a wave of new and unsustainable debt accumulation. This could 

in turn trigger a debt crisis or, in the very least, put Kenya in an unbreakable yoke of 

dependency that could have negative effects on economic growth and potentially 

make Kenya a puppet of China. 

Whereas the Western countries attach conditionality’s and restrictions on the 

foreign aid provided, China adopted a “no strings attached” policy. As a result, most 

countries who could not meet the conditions of the Western countries resorted to 

China for foreign aid. Some of these examples include Sudan, Zimbabwe and 
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Democratic Republic of Congo have close ties with China despite the low scores on 

the international human rights standards (Eisenmann, 2015). African countries have 

numerous allegations of human rights abuse, and China’s choice not to include 

human rights standards as part of the conditions to offering foreign aid increased its 

attractiveness as a partner to the African government.  

Eisenmann (2015) posits that, it can therefore be insinuated that China’s 

policy of non-interference and the lack of political strings attached on their aid 

provides a risk that the Chinese policy can strengthen repressive regimes/elites that 

are not working in the interest of poor people or development and weaken efforts to 

combat corruption and promote good governance in Kenya. Hence these facts 

indicate that the aid might hurt Kenya in the long-run (Eisenmann, 2015). 

Present initiatives by the Chinese government to increase bilateral trade with Kenya 
 

China recently adopted a post-Covid-19 domestic strategy known as the “dual 

circulation” which has huge effects on its trade with Kenya. This strategy ‘‘implies 

several simultaneous shifts including strengthening Chinese domestic consumer 

markets as a source of economic growth; prioritizing domestic high-tech 

manufacturing and associated services for export; reducing dependency on income 

from exporting low-value manufactured goods; and reducing dependency on singular 

sources of imports into China.” Currently providing just 4% of China’s imports, 

Kenya may gain from the import diversification and consumer market growth as the 

policy implies (Rotberg, 2009). 

Kenyan and China lawmakers held virtual conference on August 8, 2020. 

During the conference, they explored a number of areas of collaboration including 

how the two countries can partner on the fight against Covid-19. Post pandemic 
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economic recovery strategies were formulated and the trade imbalance between the 

two countries was discussed (Xinhua, 2019). The legislators’ also deliberated ways 

of enhancing Kenya-China relations under the framework of Forum on China-Africa 

Cooperation (FOCAC). FOCAC is a multilateral cooperation between China and 

African Countries and the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). To give more incentive to 

the China-Kenya relationship and ensure sustainable development, the Chinese 

delegation undertook to offer more direct investments in infrastructure development, 

agricultural partnerships, E-commerce, manufacturing and to initiate Business to 

Business partnerships. This is in a bid to create employment among the Kenyan 

youth while offering skills transfer to the Kenyan population. 

Collaboration in hosting Trade Fairs to boost market access to products. 

According to Wilfred Marube, chief executive officer of the Kenya Export 

Promotion and Branding Agency, Kenya leveraged its participation at the Sept 4-9 

2020 China International Fair for Trade in Services to boost a post-COVID-19 

recovery through increased exports of goods and services to the Asian nation. The 

participation was aimed at revitalizing commercial ties and hastening economic 

recovery after the coronavirus-induced downturn. Trade in services is critical in 

increasing international trade as well as to enhance the growth of trade in goods. 

Trade in services makes an important contribution to the competitiveness of small 

and medium enterprises (Xinhua, 2021). This was a strategic event for Kenyan 

service providers to participate, especially those in the fields of transport and 

logistics, financial services, education and health, Marube added. 
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Challenges of Kenya’s Foreign Policy Implementation with China. 

In regard to the challenges of Kenya’s foreign policy implementation with 

China, Respondent S/N 0010 from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Kenya stated that; 

Kenyans have a negative perception of China and this originates from the influx of its 

cheap goods in the Kenyan market leading to job losses. She further indicated that 

Kenyans believe that China is a threat to Kenya’s development because of China’s 

importation of labor into the country. 

Another challenge facing Kenya’s foreign policy implementation with China 

is that press reports accuse Chinese firms of poor labor treatment of Kenyans and 

extremely low wages (Sun, 2015). Media tends to set the tone for the conduct of 

diplomacy through public opinion. For example, a Business Daily report published 

on June 10th, 2019 indicated that the traders in markets such as Nyamakima, 

Kamukunji and Gikomba are competing with the Chinese. The report further stated 

that several Chinese traders have also established shops in the informal markets 

which acted as entry points for cheap imports from China and second-hand clothes 

(Business Daily, 2019). 

 Similarly, the labor unions assert that Chinese businesses provide poor 

working conditions and they contribute to the loss of jobs.  Watchdogs of good-

governance believe that China negotiates unfair deals to exploit the weaknesses of 

the Kenyan government such as the corruption rates and improper decision-making 

structures (Moller, 2012). In their view, China offers a neo-colonial relationship 

whereby Kenya exports the raw materials for processing in China and receives 

manufactured goods in exchange (Sun, 2015). 
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Limited resources and job opportunities for the locals. Kenyan workers have 

complained about Chinese firms with unfair working policies and disputes over the 

wages. In reference to a story carried in the Standard newspaper on 8th July 2018, 

more than 40 Kenyans have been trained as locomotive drivers of the standard gauge 

railway. However, the Chinese fully operate the trains and the trained Kenyan drivers 

only accompany them in the driver’s cabins. The company also employed 50 Chinese 

workers and 38 locals. The maintenance technicians are also from China and the 

employed Kenyans with high qualifications are left to do menial jobs.  

Wafula (2018) also noted that, Chinese who came in during the construction 

phase opted not to go back home. Instead, they remained behind to do jobs that 

Kenyans can easily do such as landscaping, pruning flowers, clearing thickets, 

running apartments and cooking. It is further reported that the Chinese contractor 

have also opted to keep most of their equipment programmed in Chinese, making it 

impossible for Kenyans who do not read Chinese to progress beyond menial jobs, 

despite being employed as technicians, engineers and drivers (Wafula, 2018).   

In response to the expose, the cabinet secretary of labor in Kenya formed a 

team to investigate the allegations which were later depicted as a misunderstanding. 

These allegations of mistreatment by the Chinese mirrors the experience of the slaves 

(Smith, 2020).  

Debt traps are a major concern that critics of the China model such as 

Herbling (2019) argue are negative to economic development. Jones and Hameiri 

(2020) refer to debt trap diplomacy as, luring poor, developing countries into 

agreeing unsustainable loans to pursue infrastructure projects so that, when they 

experience financial difficulty, China can seize the asset, thereby extending its 
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strategic or military reach. For example, in January 2021, Kenya was unable to meet 

the repayment schedule of $245 million to the Export-Import Bank of China for the 

railway project (Herbling, 2021). Rumors circulated that China was pushing to seize 

the Port of Mombasa as a result of Kenya being unable to meet its payments. 

On the report about the Mombasa-Nairobi Standard Gauge railroad, most 

local Kenyan newspapers were questioning the transparency issue of the contract of 

the Standard Gauge Railroad as well as the integrity of the Chinese company that 

constructed the SGR. Not much information on the contract details between Kenya 

Railways Corporation and the China Roads and Bridges Corporation (CRBC) was 

opened to the public which made people start to question the integrity of CRBC 

(Basu & Janeic, 2021).  

Kenya’s domestic political process and its influence on  
foreign policy relations with China 

In regard to Kenya’s domestic political processes and its influence on foreign 

policy relations with China, Respondent S/N 006, from the Ministry of foreign 

Affairs stated that; domestic political processes in Kenya center on such aspects as 

waves of change and political affiliations. These domestic political processes are 

huge contributors in generating foreign policy.  He further stated that Kenya’s 

foreign policy under the President Mwai Kibaki and President Uhuru Kenyatta 

administrations has concurrently shifted to respond to political changes in the 

domestic political context occasioned by the election of the different leaders. The 

respondent further stated that when there is lack of national security, this may hinder 

trade and economic relations between Kenya and China. 

Respondent S/N 0016 a government representative from parliament stated 

that the instability in the political structures affects the country’s economy and this 

Daystar University Repository

Library Archives Copy



 

78 
 

may serve to strain the relationship between the two countries. The respondent added 

that; For instance, the political climate and instability impact the investment of the 

Chinese government in Kenya. Therefore, if political instability is severe, it will most 

likely have an impact on Chinese investments in the country. The responded further 

asserted that, political instability creates an unconducive environment for trade and 

economic cooperation between Kenya and China. 

Respondent S/N 002 a foreign policy researcher stated that a shift in Kenya’s 

foreign policy direction was clearly exhibited when President Uhuru Kenyatta and 

his Deputy William Ruto were indicted by the International Criminal Court (ICC) in 

the year 2012.The respondent further stated that there was a lot of anti-west rhetoric 

during this period which could be claimed to have been a move by the ruling elite to 

circumvent the ICC indictments. The respondent further stated that subsequently, 

President Uhuru Kenyatta leaned more towards the east further reinforcing stronger 

ties with China. 

Summary of Key Findings 

The study made the following key findings; 

The first objective was to investigate the nature and development of Kenya’s 

foreign policy relations towards China. 

The study was divided into historical periods, namely Jomo Kenyatta 1963-

1978, Daniel Arap Moi 1978-2002, Mwai Kibaki 2002-2012, and Uhuru Kenyatta 

(2013-present). The findings demonstrated that the presidents as the primary 

initiators of the country’s foreign policy had different approaches in shaping the 

Kenya-China foreign relations. Kenya’s presidents since independence to date have 

reacted differently in regard to Kenya-China relations.  
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At the time of President Kenyatta’s death in 1978, Kenya’s foreign policy 

aligned to the Western countries. Notably, the relationship between China and Kenya 

was influenced by the president's personal interests and changing political trends, 

which also marked the end of communism. China's diplomatic approach philosophy 

of non-interference in the internal affairs of other nations was particularly appealing 

to the government of Moi, given that Western countries were disillusioned with Moi's 

failure to comply with conditional ties and a schedule of economic and political 

changes. By the years 2002 when President Moi retired, he had established 

frameworks for enhanced Kenya-China cooperation, to diversify the investment 

sources of the nation. The human rights record during President Moi’s reign was 

wanting and hence Western countries including France, USA and Britain had 

corroborated with until 1990s when they introduced conditional ties for Aid. 

However, China did not consider any conditional ties instead it strengthened its 

economic ties with Kenya.  

On taking over the presidency in 2002, President Kibaki embarked on a “look 

east policy” that focused on enhanced relations with nations from the East. He 

seemed determined to break the perception of past governments of condoning 

Western countries’ arrogant approach and lectures about democracy and human 

rights. 

When President Uhuru took over power in 2013, he made declared his 

intentions to project Kenya to great heights in the diplomatic space. He established 

close ties with both the West and the East and focused more on China. His reign was 

also affected by the political trends and the Cold War between the US and China and 

their competition for economic influence over the developing countries. President 
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Uhuru first visited Beijing as president in 2013 and later visited China in 2018 to 

attend the 7th FOCAC summit. Among the four presidents Kenya has had, the China-

Kenya relation have significantly improved during the tenure of president Uhuru and 

together with the Chinese president Xi Jinping, the two presidents have established 

strategic cooperative partnership between Kenya and China. 

The second objective was to establish the impact of Chinese infrastructure 

development on the Kenyan economy. 

In regard to this objective, the study found that the Chinese infrastructure 

development have stimulation of economic growth, has led to rise in GDP, rise in 

local tourism, deepened ties between Kenya and China, led to technological transfer 

and infrastructural development including roads and rail. They have also led to 

improvements in trade, improved connectivity of trade routes and elevation of 

economic development have created job opportunities for the local people. 

The third objective sought to examine the domestic political processes and 

their influence on Kenya’s foreign policy relations with China. 

The study found that political processes such as change in the political 

environment characterized by regime change, political candidates and their 

manifestos as well as political instability in turn affect the Kenya’s foreign policy 

relations with China. 

Summary 

In this chapter, the research data, its analysis, as well its interpretation, have 

been presented. This qualitative study employed content analysis, thematic analysis 

and narrative analysis to give out findings. Summary of key findings is also 
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presented. The next chapter delves into the discussion of the study findings, the study 

recommendations, conclusions, and finalizes with suggestions for further research.  
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 CHAPTER FIVE 

 DISCUSSIONS, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Introduction 

This chapter discussed the research findings in light of the research 

objectives. The study’s objectives included to investigate the nature and development 

of Kenya’s foreign policy relations towards China, to establish the impact of Chinese 

infrastructure development on the Kenyan economy and to examine the domestic 

political processes and their influence on Kenya’s foreign policy relations with 

China. The chapter also provided the recommendations, conclusions and areas that 

should be explored further in line with the findings obtained.  

Discussions of Key Findings 

Nature and development of Kenya’s foreign policy relations towards China 

The study found that the four presidents since independence have reacted 

differently in regard to Kenya-China relations. This in turn led to both consistencies 

as well as inconsistencies in Kenya’s decision-making structure, hence foreign policy 

behavior (Kaburu, 2017). 

Kenya’s foreign policy during President Jomo Kenyatta era was firmly 

anchored on the West. By the years 2002 when President Moi retired, he had laid 

foundations for enhanced Kenya-China cooperation, diversifying the nation’s 

investment sources. The human rights record during President Moi’s reign was 

wanting and hence Western countries including France, USA and Britain had 

corroborated with him until 1990s when they introduced conditional ties for Aid. 
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However, China did not consider any conditional ties instead it strengthened its 

economic ties with Kenya.  

Following the post Mao leadership, President Daniel Arap Moi set out on a 

mission to re-establish diplomatic ties with China. According to Chege (2010), 

President Moi had an ulterior motive for reaching out to China following the death of 

President Jomo Kenyatta. The first motive was to broaden Kenya’s external 

development resources and the second motive was to secure developmental projects 

for his region of Rift Valley in order to garner support from his ethnicity for his 

presidency. Talks between President Moi and China’s de facto leader Deng Xiaoping 

and Prime Minister Zhao Ziyang led to Kenya sending its ambassador to China in 

late 1978. Thus, the Kenyan embassy in China was reopened following its closure in 

1967 when Kenya was at conflict with China. 

The official state visit by President Moi to China paved the way for further 

diplomatic negotiations between Kenyan officials and Chinese officials at various 

levels. Kenya and China signed two trade agreements as a result of Moi’s visit to 

Beijing in 1980. The first agreement mainly entailed cooperation in the economic and 

the technical sectors. This trade agreement comprised of a number of economic and 

technical projects such as a new and modern sports stadium and technical assistance 

to 2 new Kenyan universities by offering scholarships, cultural and military 

exchanges. 

The second trade agreement was highly state managed by the two states. It 

involved trade in goods and services between a Chinese state trading agency and a 

Kenyan state trading agency. Nonetheless, the most important component of the two 

agreements was the construction of the Moi International Sports Centre, just outside 
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Nairobi business hub. Its construction was estimated at approximately $52 million. 

Notably, Kenya financed 48% of the budget while 52% was financed by China 

through an interest free loan. This solidified China – Kenya relations and showcased 

China’s willingness to assist African countries in economic recovery and 

development, (Makinda, 2020). 

On taking over the presidency in 2002, President Kibaki embarked on a “look 
east policy” that focused on enhanced relations with nations from the East. 

 
Kenya-China diplomatic relations and economic ties during President 

Kibaki’s regime improved as a result of high-level political ties between the two 

nations. This saw Kenya’s longest period of sustained growth and development. 

Gross Domestic Product increased significantly from 2.9% in 2003 to 7.1% in 2007. 

Economic growth during this period was broad based and stemmed from all 

economic sectors: agriculture, transport, tourism, telecommunication, manufacturing, 

finance and construction among others (Murero, 2019). 

The economic ties covered development assistance in form of grants for 

energy and infrastructure development, extended air service between the two states, 

training of the state-owned Kenya Broadcasting Corporation and lastly 

modernization of equipment (Gondi, 2014). 

Following President Kibaki's state visit to Beijing, a highly successful 

Chinese trade show was conducted in Nairobi in 2006. The exhibition it showcased 

China’s willingness and seriousness to pursue close foreign ties with Kenya. 

Therefore, China’s investments, trading and diplomatic opportunities steadily 

increased during Kibaki’s era (Plummer, 2019). President Uhuru has associated 

closely with both the West and the East but has made more visits to China.  
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The Mombasa - Nairobi Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) was Kenya’s own 

genius idea for socio - economic growth and development unlike the Kenya - Uganda 

railway which was a British idea to facilitate their operations between Kenya and 

Uganda. China’s foreign relations with Kenya have continued to rise under President 

Uluru’s administration. This is in part because China views Kenya as a passageway 

to the rest of Eastern and Central Africa. 

Currently, China has replaced the World Bank and the International Monetary 

Fund to become Kenya’s largest lender. Presently, Kenya’s Ministry of Trade is in 

consultations with the China in order to amend this trade agreement to match up to 

current requirements in international trade and for the expansion of both economies. 

Besides the existing bilateral trade agreement between China and Kenya, the 

Chinese government has consistently urged its businesses to venture into Kenyan 

markets. To make it more appealing, the Chinese leadership set up a unique fund that 

urges corporations and other businesses to import some Kenyan products so as to 

maintain cordial relations with Kenya (Plummer, 2019). 

 Over the last decade, China has surpassed the European Union and the 

United States of America to become Kenya’s largest trading partner. Kenya’s exports 

to China have totaled to $3.78 billion. Critics have viewed this as an imbalance in 

trade (Plummer, 2019). 

Impact of Chinese infrastructure development on the Kenyan economy 

 The study found that the Chinese infrastructure development have 

stimulation of economic growth, has led to rise in GDP, rise in local tourism, 

deepened ties between Kenya and China, led to technological transfer and 

infrastructural development including roads and rail. 
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Mohammad (2020) noted that the Chinese businesses have created 

employment opportunities for the locals. He further asserts that this is associated with 

China’s financing and development of modern infrastructure projects such as 

highways, ports, and railways. 

Kennedy (2012) observes that the scale of Chinese economic investments in 

Kenya has seen an increase in China-Kenya relationships. He further adds that China 

and Kenya have deepened mutual political trust and expanded cooperation over the 

years, pushing their relations to the level of a comprehensive strategic cooperative 

partnership. 

Chinese FDI present an opportunity for technology transfer and possibility of 

upgrading local enterprises. This is likely to make local businesses competitive for 

the international markets (Mwengei, 2012). For example, most of the Kenyan EPZ 

companies had recruited people without experience in the garment industry who were 

then trained within the factory (Gu, 2009).  

The infrastructure developments have improved the economic ties between 

Kenya and China. This has also thereby led to Kenya Airways being granted landing 

rights in several cities in China. This has in turn led to doubling of arrivals of 

Chinese tourists from China (Mulati, 2019). This initiative has boosted the economy 

of Kenya and improved the tourism sector in Kenya which is one of the leading 

foreign exchange earners for Kenya. The infrastructure projects for example “the 

SGR started transporting passengers and goods in 2017, the gross domestic product 

has risen a whole percentage point to 6.5%” (Kwinga, 2020).  

Similarly, the infrastructure development has also enhanced the development 

of the private sector industry by facilitating the ease of transportation from the rural 
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areas to the urban areas. As a result, the cost of production is reduced, and new 

markets are opened which presents numerous opportunities for the growth of the 

Kenyan economy. This also enhances trade and improved connectivity of trade routes 

(Gondi 2014). 

The domestic Political Process and their influence on Kenya’s foreign policy 
relations with China 

 
The study found that the domestic political processes in Kenya has an 

influence on the foreign policy formulation of Kenya. Political processes are defined 

as the process whereby public policy is formulated and administered usually through 

the interaction between political institutions and social groups or between public 

opinion and political leaderships (Birkland, 2015).  

 These political processes in Kenya include; Kenya’s elections which 

comprises of the appointment of different leaders and their different policies as well 

as the formulation of public policies within political institutions. The different 

political appointments in turn impact on change of foreign policy formulations. 

According to the IPSOS Synovate report of 2018, elections in Kenya signify change 

in regards to foreign policy undertakings. Subsequently, Kenya’s bilateral trade 

relations with China highly depend on the domestic context. 

Conclusion 

Kenya has realized increased diplomatic ties with china characterized by the 

president’s frequent visits to China, increased infrastructural developments, bilateral 

agreements, export of raw materials to China which have led to established trade 

relations and contacts resulting in diversification of exports.  
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The study also concludes that China-Kenya relationship has experienced 

exponential growth from the Kibaki government and now at its finest during 

president Uhuru era. That the Chinese infrastructure development have stimulation of 

economic growth, has led to rise in GDP, rise in local tourism, deepened ties between 

Kenya and China, led to technological transfer and infrastructural development 

including roads and rail. They have also led to improvements in trade, improved 

connectivity of trade routes, elevation of economic development and have created job 

opportunities for the local people. 

The study also established that the willingness of China to fund the 

infrastructure projects in Kenya injects real money into the economy, which fosters 

rapid economic growth. The Chinese foreign direct investments have also had 

significant advantages for the Kenyan economy such as being very commercially 

competitive, delivering high quality services, and working within the set deadlines, 

which in turn facilitates the achievement of the infrastructural development goals in 

Kenya. However, the Chinese companies also employ more Chinese staff compared 

to the Kenyans and they source materials from China which does little to improve the 

economy of Kenya. As a result, low technology transfer is witnessed which affects 

the development rate of the country and reduces the revenue injected in the local 

economy. 

The study also found that China’s aid, trade and FDI, to Kenya has varied 

impacts. There are both rewards as well as detriments. For instance, the low pricing 

of the imports of the consumer goods also has benefits despite the compromised 

quality of the products sold in the local market. On the contrary, local manufacturers 

also experience loss due to the increased competition from Chinese products, which 
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may affect the performance of these firms in the market. As a result, the companies 

may collapse, affecting the available job opportunities for the locals.   

The study also revealed that Chinese FDI presents an opportunity on the 

transfer of technology and the possibility of boosting the local industry. This is likely 

to increase the competitive advantage of the local firms in the international markets. 

The study also established that there is gross violation of Kenyan workers’ 

rights and low regard for the welfare of the employees in Chinese companies.  

Recommendations 

The study made the following recommendations: 

The Kenyan government should maintain transparency with the general 

public about the agreements signed with other countries. Notably, the Kenyan 

government should formulate policies to ensure that the members of the public are 

involved in the bilateral agreements to ensure that projects are vetted effectively. 

Besides, the agencies such as state auditors, the parliament and the legislators, should 

also play vigilant oversight roles and demand openness from the government on loan 

terms and expenditure plans.  

It is noted that China is one of the main sources of FDI for Kenya. However, 

Kenya should try to attract other investors to diversify FDI from other sources as 

well. This will in turn avoid over-dependency on China. 

It is also critical that Kenya and the Chinese government develop new 

legislation in order to achieve a win-win situation so as to avoid the trade imbalances 

existing currently. The government of Kenya can also negotiate with the Chinese 

government to enhance the benefits obtained from the infrastructural investments. 

Therefore, effective negotiation strategies are essential given that the development of 
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Kenya’s infrastructural projects is linked with the Chinese construction companies 

who also import materials from China.  

The government agencies should also establish measures such as increasing 

the rates on import tariffs and establish policies to curb the increase in the low-

quality Chinese products dumped in the Kenyan market. Furthermore, the Kenyan 

government should also promote the use and purchase of Kenyan products.   

The Kenyan government should also establish and implement a special 

communications policy to raise awareness and foster understanding of the benefits of 

China-Kenya bilateral relations and China's involvement in the country's 

infrastructure projects. 

Policies that foster technological transfer by the Chinese companies should be 

developed to ensure that a high percentage of Kenyans are trained, employed and 

granted managerial positions in Chinese companies to boost the Kenyan economy 

and create sufficient job opportunities.  

Suggestions for Further Research 

Before making policy recommendations, research should be conducted 

focusing specifically on China’s loan to Kenya and the sustainability of the debt to 

steer borrowing and contribute to the overall sustainability of Kenya’s debt.  

A study needs to be conducted focusing on China’s involvement in the 

infrastructural development in Kenya and the long-term benefits and economic 

implications.  
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APPENDICES 
 

Appendix A: Respondents Introductory Letter  

Dear Respondent, 

My name is Veronica Lukoye, and I am a graduate student at Daystar 

University pursuing a Master’s degree in Diplomacy, Development and International 

Security. For my final project, I am conducting a research analysis of Kenya’s 

foreign policy towards Chinese infrastructural development in Kenya 2002-2019.  

The main objective of the study is to evaluate Kenya’s Foreign policy towards 

China’s infrastructural development, 2002-2019. 

The specific objectives are. 

1. To investigate the nature and development of Kenya’s foreign policy relations 

towards China. 

2. To establish the impact of Chinese infrastructure development on the Kenyan 

economy. 

3. To examine the domestic political processes and their influence on Kenya’s 

foreign policy relations with China. 

I am inviting you to participate in this research study by agreeing to an 

interview of the same. The data collected will provide vital information in regards to 

the study. All information obtained here will remain confidential and is strictly for 

research purposes. 

Thank you for your willingness to participate in my research study. 

 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Veronica Lukoye 
 
Email: veronicalukoye@daystar.ac.ke 
 
Student no: 06-0788 
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Appendix B: Interview Guide 

The interview strives to know your personal views on the following issues: 

1. In what way would you say Kenya’s foreign policy relations with China have 

developed and advanced from the independence era? 

2. What notable similarities or differences would you note in regard to Kenya’s 

foreign policy relations with China during the Mwai Kibaki and Uhuru Kenyatta 

era? 

3. To what extent do you think Chinese infrastructural development initiatives have 

had an impact on the economic development of Kenya? 

4. Are there any other present initiatives by the Chinese government to increase 

bilateral trade with Kenya? 

5. What would you say is the impact of the influx of imported commodities from 

China on our local industries? 

6. Do you think foreign direct investment is beneficial for the economic growth of 

Kenya? 

7. In your opinion do you think Chinese loans to Kenya have an impact on issues 

such as democracy? If you answered yes, to what degree might you deem this to 

be true? 

8. Who are the vital institutional actors in Kenya’s foreign policy formulation and 

implementation? 

9. How does Kenya’s domestic political process influence its foreign policy relations 

with China? 

10. What do you think are the challenges of foreign policy implementation in Kenya? 

Thank you for your participation! 
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Appendix C: Interviews List 

S.N NAME DESIGNATION DATE 

001 Justus N. Foreign Policy Research 
associate 

05,August,2021 

002 Mary W. Foreign policy Researcher 19,August,2021 

003 Cavince A. Research Scholar 13,August, 2021 

004 Joan N. Research Scholar 06,August,2021 

       005 Minde N. Research scholar 18,August 2021 

006 Gitobu M. Diplomat- Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs 

23,August,2021 

007 David K. Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Official (MoFA) 

11,August,2021 

008 Alice A. Research Scholar 09,August,2021 

009 Andrew K. MoFA Official 13, August,2021 

0010 Stella A. Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Official 

16,August, 2021 

0011 Lucy W. Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Official 

16,August, 2021 

0012 Elizabeth N. Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Official 

18,August, 2021 

0013 Rebecca W. Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Official 

24,August, 2021 

0014 Catherine M. Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Official 

26,August,2021 

0015 Peris M. Government 
representative-Parliament 

24,August,2021 

0016 Mwangangi C. Staff-National Assembly 26, August,2021 

0017 Danson M. Senior Parliamentary 
Clerk 

12,August 2021 

0018 Dorothy K. Assistant National 
Assembly Clerk 

17,August,2021 

0019 Janet W. Administrative Assistant 
Diplomatic Office: 
Parliament 

20,August,2021 

0020 Nelson L. Staff: National Assembly 12,August,2021 
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Appendix D: School Introductory Letter  
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Appendix E: Ethical Clearance Report 
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Appendix G: Research Authorization Letter 

 
 

 
 
 

Appendix H: Plagiarism Report 

Daystar University Repository

Library Archives Copy



 

108 
 

 

 
 

Daystar University Repository

Library Archives Copy


	APPROVAL
	DECLARATION
	ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	LIST OF FIGURES
	LIST OF ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS
	ABSTRACT
	DEDICATION
	CHAPTER ONE
	INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY
	Introduction
	Background of the Study
	Statement of the Problem
	Purpose of the Study
	Objectives of the Study
	Research Questions
	Justification of the Study
	Significance of the Study
	Assumptions of the Study
	Scope of the Study
	Limitations and Delimitations of the Study
	Operationalization of Terms
	Summary

	CHAPTER TWO
	LITERATURE REVIEW
	Introduction
	Theoretical Framework
	Realism Theory
	Liberalism Theory
	General Literature Review
	Empirical Literature Review
	Conceptual Framework
	Summary

	CHAPTER THREE
	RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
	Introduction
	Research Design
	Population
	Study Site
	Sample Size
	Sampling Technique
	Data Collection Instruments
	Data Collection Procedures
	Pretesting
	Data Analysis Plan
	Ethical Considerations
	Summary

	CHAPTER FOUR
	DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION
	Introduction
	Presentation, Analysis and Interpretation
	Summary of Key Findings
	Summary

	CHAPTER FIVE
	DISCUSSIONS, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
	Introduction
	Discussions of Key Findings
	Conclusion
	Recommendations
	Suggestions for Further Research

	REFERENCES
	Appendix A: Respondents Introductory Letter
	Appendix B: Interview Guide
	Appendix C: Interviews List
	Appendix E: Ethical Clearance Report
	Appendix F: Research Permit
	Appendix G: Research Authorization Letter
	Appendix H: Plagiarism Report


