



DAYSTAR UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES
DEPARTMENT OF THEOLOGY AND PASTORAL STUDIES
END OF SEMESTER EXAMS

COURSE CODE:		PHL 111 (DAY)
SEMESTER - YEAR: 	JANUARY 2012
DURATION:			 2 HOURS
INSTRUCTIONS: 		ANSWER FOUR QUESTIONS IN ALL

SECTION A: Background of philosophical thinking and the early philosophers, answer any two questions from this section (15 Marks each)

1. 	a) Etymologically define the term ‘Philosophy’ (3Marks)

b) If you were to give a brief speech in favor of the study of philosophy, what SIX reasons would you offer to persuade an audience of Daystar University Students of the value of the study of philosophy for Christians today? (12Marks). 

2. 	a).Who were the Pre-Socratic Philosophers?  (5Marks)    

             b).Identify any Four Pre-Socratic philosophers and briefly explain their philosophy and show how their philosophy is applicable today (10 Marks)

3.	 Identify and explain five main branches of Philosophy and show their relevance to today’s living. (15 Marks)

4.  	Briefly explain the contribution of the following ancient philosophers to Western Philosophy and show how their philosophy is applicable today (5 Marks each)
  a) Socrates;
  b) Plato;
  c) Rene Descartes. 

SECTION B: Introduction to African Philosophy. Answer any two questions from this section. (20 Marks each)

5. 	A Kenyan Philosopher, Henry Odera Oruka, has distinguished what he calls the four main current trends in modern African Philosophy. Identify and explain these four main current   trends of African   Philosophy. (20 Marks)

6. 	a). What is your understanding of the term African Philosophy? (5Marks)
b). Identify and discuss any five sources for the study of African philosophy. (15 Marks)

7. 	Explain the philosophical ideologies of the following African social-political philosophers.(20 Marks).
1. Kwame Nkrumah
1. Leopold Sedar  Senghor
1. Mwalimu Julius Nyerere
   	4.    Mzee Jomo Kenyatta

8. 	Philosophy originated by people going beyond their myths and questioning them: Discuss the meaning and importance of Myths in African Philosophy? (20Marks).

9. 	Discuss the philosophy of John S. Mbiti giving details of his religious thoughts on African Traditional Religion (20Marks)
