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School of Communication

Departments: Film and Media Studies & Strategic and Organizational Communication
January 2018 Semester- GRW 613Y: Graduate Research Writing II

Final project
INDIVIDUAL PROJECT

Based on the knowledge gained in GRW 611 and the discussions and readings around your research problem, this project requires you to: 
1. Generating a research topic 
2. Write the introduction and background to the research study
a. Your background should be elaborate enough to provide exhaustive literature review that will provide the academic rationale. You can later restructure this and take a big chunk to chapter as required by the Daystar Thesis Format.  
b. In brief your background should have the historical dimension, the theoretical dimension, the conceptual dimension and the contextual dimension. This should be well written and sources cited in APA. 
3. State the problem of the study and the purpose of the study. The problem should be anchored on the discussions in the background to the study. 
4. State the objectives and research questions/hypotheses 
5. Come up with the appropriate research methodology and research design to address the objectives of the study and solve the research problem. Your methodology should explain:
a. The research design you are proposing, whether quantitative or qualitative approach
b. The target and accessible population and the research site.
c. The sample size and sampling techniques to be used
d. The data collection tools, pre-testing, reliability and validity.
e. The data analysis plan and how the results/findings will be presented. 
f. Remember to attach  the developed data collection tool (questionnaires, interview guides, observation guide, FDG etc depending on the tool found appropriate for your study) which should be developed on the basis of the research objectives/hypothesis.
Note that the methodology and research design discussion should focus more on the choices of methods and approaches you will make and how they will be applied; and less on the description. For instance do not take too much time defining what a descriptive research design is or what a target population is or even the advantages of using a questionnaire. Dedicate your discussion to what is in your study that calls for a descriptive design and how a questionnaire will be appropriate in collecting data given the purpose of the study. 
Your final paper should include a full references section that has all the sources cited inside the text, a budget and the proposed timelines. 

Handing in of the project
The paper should be handed in on the exam day as will be indicated on the final exam timetable. 
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