

[image: Description: 602LAN SUITE Web Mail]
School of Communication, Language and Performing Arts 
Department of Communication
January Semester, 2018
COM 436A: Editorial and Opinion Writing
	Final Project (80 Marks)
Time allowed: Three Weeks

Instructions: 
This project takes THREE weeks to complete 
The date for your com445 Examination is your submission time for the project
Submit a draft inspection at least a week to submission.
The purpose is for review and improvement
You must bind the document before submission.
All examination regulations will apply
Plagiarism will result in zero marks and possible disciplinary action taken against you
Answer two questions only. Question ONE is compulsory.
 




SECTION A.

QUESTION ONE (40 Marks)	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Write a well-researched opinion piece (use either argumentative or general opinion approach) of between 850 to 1000 words on the role of the youth, including university and middle level college students, in the fight against graft in the country. The article should demonstrate your clear understanding of various forms of corruption and the consequences to the economy. Show clearly by your headline and project outline specific aspects of the issues your article addresses.
Assume that your article will be published in one of your preferred local daily newspapers; indicate the name of the newspaper, the column/page where the piece will be published, the edition and the word count.  
Note the following:
a) On a separate page attach a brief explanation of your information gathering process (research) for the article.
b) your sources of information including interviews, - background readings of any published or un-published material
c) the challenges you faced while gathering your information 
d) Indicate your assumed reader- your specific target audience and their aspirations/interests.
e) And why you think they should read this opinion piece
Marks allocation:
1. Headline (2marks)
2. Lead i.e., introductory paragraph (4marks)
3. Outline of specific issues discussed(3marks)
4. Name of the publication and column (2marks)
5. Content (8marks)
6. Structure and organization-presentation of your facts and flow of ideas (6marks)
7. Relevance of facts and link with your title (3marks)
8. Grammar and sentence structure (4marks)
9. Transitions (2marks)
10. Conclusion (2marks)
11. Brief of information gathering process (2marks)
                  (12).Ability to convince the reader and provoke thinking or action (2marks)
SECTION B-ANSWER ONE QUESTION
QUESTION TWO (40 marks)
Dennis and Merrill in Media Debates: Internet and New Media Chapter 14 , an observation is made by Dennis that “the Internet and New Media are debasing  journalism.“                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Respond to this argument in a four- page opinion article by applying the following guidelines:
i. Do you think this argument is or is not valid based on your understanding of the impact of new media powered by Internet based platforms today?
ii.  How about those who posit that the Internet and New Media have added value to journalism. 
iii. Cite any incidents/examples that demonstrate and support your argument. Seek a comment from writers who practice both old and new media journalism
   LUBRICS: Marks allocation:
i. Headline/title (3marks)
ii. Lead i.e., introductory paragraph (4marks
iii. Content (10marks)
iii. Structure and organization-presentation of facts and flow of ideas (8marks)
iv. Relevance of facts and link with the title (4marks)
v. Grammar and sentence structure (4marks)
vi. Transitions (2marks)
vii. Conclusion (2marks)
viii. Ability to convince the reader throughout the article and provoke thinking (3marks)
 



QUESTION THREE (40 Marks)
SECTION A (20MARKS)
a) Write an objective review of any book you have read recently and attach a photo copy of the cover page on your work. (20marks)
Note the following:
i. The name of the author authors of the book (2marks).
ii. Authors brief bio (4marks).
iii. The number of pages and cover price ( 2 marks).
iv. The book edition, publisher and the year of publication (2marks).
v. Compare the quality of the book under review with previous works written by the same author or authors (6marks).
vi. How has this particular writer treated the subject as compared to other writers who have written on a similar subject? (4 marks).
QUESTION THREE 
SECTION B (20marks).
b).In 550 to 600 words, write a well researched and balanced opinion piece commenting on page one lead story appearing on Sunday Nation.  Indicate the page and the column under which your article could be published.
Marks allocation:
1. Headline (2)
2. Lead i.e., introductory paragraph (2)
3. Outline of specific issues discussed (2)
4. Name of the publication and column (2)
5. Content (2)
6. Structure and organization-presentation of your facts and flow of ideas (2)
7. Relevance of facts and link with your title (1)
8. Grammar and sentence structure (2)
9. Transitions and conclusion (2)
11. Brief of information gathering process (1)
 12. Ability to convince the reader and provoke thinking and action (2
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